l i t e ra r y
press group

}

academic
catalogue

2014

{

Welcome

The Literary Press Group is a collective of independent Canadian literary presses, all of whom work tirelessly to introduce
and support incredibly diverse voices that keep the Canadian literary scene vital, fresh, and interesting.
When you choose a course text from an LPG publisher, you’re choosing to support some of the hardest working people in
the Canadian publishing industry. That’s because, for our members, publishing is a labour of love and not a money-making
venture. Although they each have a unique mandate, our publishers share a commitment to introducing new authors and
new ideas to a literary scene that is overrun with the same voices and the same information. Our publishers are the ones
saying yes to debut authors, who often go on to work with bigger publishers. They are taking risks and supporting authors
who are outside of the mainstream. And when they’re not bringing you something completely new, they are reissuing
important literary texts that are out-of-print and/or diﬃcult to source.
In this catalogue you’ll ﬁnd 130 potential course texts from 35 of our members, and this is just a sample of what’s available.
New poetry and ﬁction, drama and theatre history, literary theory and essays on culture—together our members’ books
provide you with an unrivalled selection of contemporary Canadian thought and creativity.
For a full listing of our members, see www.lpg.ca/publishers.

The Literary Press Group of Canada
gratefully acknowledges the support of

Connect with us
/lpgcanada
@LPGCanada
/lpgcanada
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Meet the Publishers

ARP Books / Winnipeg, MB
Publishing dynamic cultural
fiction and non-fiction, with an
emphasis on progressive politics,
ARP has been publishing renowned
academics, first-time novelists,
community activists, and established
writers since 1996.

Banff Centre Press
Banff, AB
Housed at the Banff Centre—the
world’s largest arts and creativity
incubator—the press publishes
innovative work that has been
conceptualized, produced, performed, or exhibited at the Centre.

Bayeux Arts
Calgary, AB

Baraka Books
Montreal, QC
Inspired by the cross-cultural word
‘baraka’, Baraka is committed to
providing readers with ideas, points
of view, and creative works that
might otherwise be overlooked because of cultural or linguistic barriers.

Since 1994 Bayeux has been committed to producing books of beauty that
build bridges across cultures. The Umbrella, part of their children’s imprint
‘Odd Little Books’, was nominated
for a 2012 Governor General’s Award.

www.arpbooks.org

www.banffcentre.com/press

www.barakabooks.com

www.bayeux.com

BookThug
Toronto, ON

Breakwater Books
St. John’s, NL

Brick Books
London, ON

Chaudiere Books
Ottawa, ON

Publishing innovative books of
poetry, prose, and creative criticism,
BookThug aims to provide a space
for emerging writers, as well as established writers, who want an opportunity to publish experimental works.

Founded in 1973 to feature the high
quality writing happening in Newfoundland, Breakwater now has over
300 titles in print and, though more
national in reach, is still committed
to promoting East Coast literature.

Brick is the only publishing company
in Canada that exclusively publishes
poetry. Founded in 1975, the press
continues to foster interesting, ambitious, and compelling work by both
new and established poets.

www.bookthug.ca

www.breakwaterbooks.com

www.brickbooks.ca

www.chaudierebooks.com

Coach House Books
Toronto, ON

Coteau Books
Regina, SK

Creative Book Publishing
St. John’s, NL

ECW Press
Toronto, ON

Located in an actual coach house, the
press has been active in publishing
new and established Canadian voices
since the 1960s. Recent books include
Maidenhead by Tamara Faith Berger,
and Stroll by Shawn Micallef.

Begun in 1975 to provide an outlet
for Saskatchewan poetry, Coteau now
publishes works of fiction, poetry,
drama, and young adult fiction. They
still publish many prairie authors as
well as many first-time writers.

Founded in 1983, Creative’s
original purpose was to serve the
Newfoundland reading public.
Twenty-five years later, it has
published more than 200 works
of literary and cultural excellence.

Publishers Weekly recognized ECW
as one of the most diversified independent publishers in North America,
publishing poetry, fiction, as well as
books on music, film and television,
politics, and sports.

www.chbooks.com

coteaubooks.com

www.creativebookpublishing.ca

www.ecwpress.com

Freehand Books
Calgary, AB

Guernica Editions
Toronto, ON

Inanna Publications
Toronto, ON

Invisible Publishing
Halifax, NS

Freehand Books was established in
2007 as the literary imprint of the
academic publisher Broadview Press
with a very simple mandate: to publish excellent Canadian literature.
www.freehand-books.com
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Founded in 2006, Chaudiere was
created to spotlight literary works
of often-overlooked Ottawa-based
writers. They publish collections by
new and established poets, as well as
anthologies of poetry and prose.

Established in 1978, Guernica has
published over five hundred titles
from authors worldwide. These titles
include poetry, novels, short story
collections, cultural essays, and theatre as well as works in translation.
www.guernicaeditions.com

Founded in 1978, Inanna is one of
only a very few independent feminist
presses in Canada committed to
publishing fiction, poetry, and
creative non-fiction by and about
women from diverse perspectives.
www.inanna.ca

Committed to working with writers
who might not ordinarily be published
and distributed commercially, Invisible works exclusively with emerging
and under published authors to produce entertaining, affordable books.
www.invisiblepublishing.com
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J.G. Shillingford
Winnipeg, MB
Shillingford primarily publishes
theatre titles (both plays and nonfiction), but also publishes poetry,
and non-fiction titles, mainly
Canadian social history, biographies,
and true crime.

LindaLeithPublishing
Montreal, QC
Founded in 2011 by Blue Metropolis
founder Linda Leith, this house
publishes in both print and electronic
formats, with a focus on literary
fiction, and a pioneering series of
Singles essays.

New Star Books
Vancouver, BC

NeWest Press
Edmonton, AB

New Star Books is a product of the
social ferment of the Sixties. Its roots
are a literary supplement that ran in
Vancouver’s one-time underground
newspaper, the Georgia Straight but
it became New Star in 1974.

Founded officially in 1979, NeWest
Press set out to provide better opportunities for young writers in the prairie region, in a publishing industry
that was traditionally dominated by
central Canadian publishing houses.

www.jgshillingford.com

lindaleith.com

www.newstarbooks.com

www.newestpress.com

Nightwood Editions
Gibsons, BC

Palimpsest Press
Kingsville, ON

Pedlar Press
St. John’s, NL

Quattro Books
Toronto, ON

Nightwood strives to publish new
poetry and fiction that foster a community of writers and readers, providing a forum for thought, discussion,
and interaction while reflecting the
diversity our country is known for.

Palimpsest is committed to
discovering and fostering new
talent, supporting established writers,
and ensuring their trade books are
well-distributed and kept in print.

Pedlar publishes writers who are
struggling with questions about what
it means to be human and about the
function of the individual in society,
and whose texts embody these questions in startlingly fresh ways.

We aim to fulfill the vision that
Canada is extremely diverse and the
literature it produces, regardless of its
style, or the context that informs it,
should be accessible to all.

nightwoodeditions.com

www.palimpsestpress.ca

www.pedlarpress.com

www.quattrobooks.ca

Ronsdale Press
Vancouver, BC

Roseway PublishingBlack Point,
NS

Scrivener Press
Sudbury, ON

Signature Editions
Winnipeg, MB

Ronsdale publishes in a wide variety
of genres, including poetry, fiction,
and young adult fiction. Of particular interest are its non-fiction titles,
including biography, history, and
social ideas.

Roseway Publishing publishes
works of fiction, creative non-fiction,
and biographies related to social
injustices and the struggles involved
in making the world a better place
to live.

Since 1995, Scrivener has a mandate
to serve the writers of Ontario’s
northeast by making publishing
accessible to them, which adds to
the national literary culture by manifesting the region’s distinctiveness.

Begun in 1986 as a student collective
at Concordia University under the
name Nuage Editions, Signature
was renamed in 2001. They publish
literary fiction and mysteries, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.

www.ronsdalepress.com

fernwoodpublishing.ca/roseway

www.scrivenerpress.com

signature-editions.com

TSAR Publications
Toronto, ON

Thistledown Press
Saskatoon, SK

Turnstone Press
Winnipeg, MB

Véhicule Press
Montreal, QC

TSAR is dedicated to publishing
fresh new multi-cultural writing
from Canada and across the world
that reflects the diversity of our rapidly globalizing world, particularly
in Canada and the United States.

Since 1975, Thistledown has built
its reputation on its commitment to
quality and its willingness to embrace
books as cultural artifacts in both
content and form. They publish poetry and fiction for adults and teens.

www.tsarbooks.com
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thistledownpress.com

Founded in 1976, Turnstone has
become one of the most highly
regarded publishers in western
Canada, publishing not only poetry
but also fiction, mysteries, literary
criticism, and non-fiction.
www.turnstonepress.com

Since 1973 Véhicule has published
award-winning poetry, fiction, essays,
translations, and social history. In
1981 Véhicule began, Signal Editons,
a poetry series, and in 2003,
Esplanade Books, a fiction series.
www.vehiculepress.com
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Contact Information

ARP Books

info@arpbooks.org

Banff Centre Press

press@banffcentre.ca

Baraka Books						

info@barakabooks.com

Bayeux Arts

mail@bayeux.com

BookThug

www.bookthug.ca/contact

Breakwater Books

info@breakwaterbooks.com

Brick Books

brick.books@sympatico.ca

Chaudiere Books

rob@chaudierebooks.com

Coach House Books

mail@chbooks.com

Coteau Books

coteau@coteaubooks.com

Creative Book Publishing

nl.books@transcontinental.ca

ECW Press

info@ecwpress.com

Freehand Books

kattard@broadviewpress.com

Guernica Editions

cristinarizzuto@guernicaeditions.com

Inanna Publications

inanna.publications@inanna.ca

Invisible Publishing

info@invisiblepublishing.com

J. G. Shillingford Publishing

jgshill2@mts.net

Linda Leith Publishing

leith.lindaleith@gmail.com

New Star Books

info@newstarbooks.com

NeWest Press

info@newestpress.com

Nightwood Editions

info@nightwoodeditions.com

Palimpsest Press

info@palimpsestpress.ca

Pedlar Press

feralgrl@interlog.com

Quattro Books

info@quattrobooks.ca

Ronsdale Press

ronsdale@shaw.ca

Roseway Publishing

roseway@fernpub.ca

Scrivener Press

info@yourscrivenerpress.com

Signature Editions

signature@allstream.net

TSAR Publications

inquiries@tsarbooks.com

Thistledown Press

tdpress@thistledownpress.com

Turnstone Press

info@turnstonepress.com

Vehicule Press

admin@vehiculepress.com
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Poetry
After Desire
George Stanley l New Star Books
“Don’t gaze into the abyss. Gaze out.” This is what readers receives from Stanley’s eighth book, After Desire:
the observations of a poet, and a consciousness, as they arrive together at old age.
Like all of Stanley’s work, the poems in After Desire tend to take as their point of departure some aspect of
his daily life. A poem might be sparked by the beauty of a waiter in Stanley’s Kitsilano neighbourhood, by
a failing vacuum cleaner, or by another poet’s poem. Whichever the case, Stanley’s poetry remains solidly
embedded in the material city in which he lives.
George Stanley was born in San Francisco and has lived in BC since the early 1970s. A former English
instructor at Capilano College, his previously published books include Vancouver: A Poem, At Andy’s, and
Gentle Northern Summer. He is the recipient of the 2006 Shelley Memorial Award for Poetry.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Regional Identity–Vancouver, Narrative & Biography

Blue Sonoma
Jane Munro l Brick Books

ISBN-13: 9781554200702
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.00
May 2013

NEW

A wise and embodied collection of dreamscapes, sutras, and prayer poems from a writer at her peak. Rich
in both pathos and sharp shards of insight, Munro’s wisdom here is deeply embedded, shot through with
moments of wit and candour.
Jane Munro is the author of five previous books of poetry. Her work has received the Bliss Carman Poetry
Award and the Macmillan Prize for Poetry, and was nominated for the Pat Lowther Award. She is a member of Yoko’s Dogs, a poetry collective whose first book, Whisk, appeared in 2013.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Spirituality
ISBN-13: 9781926829883
paperback / 79 pp
6 x 8.75 / $20.00
March 2014

a book of variations: love - zygal - art facts
bp nichol l Coach House Books
The range of bpNichol’s output is unparalleled, the reach of his curiosity, wit and inventiveness, immeasurable. Concrete poetry, novels, comics, sound poetry, and even a television show, Fraggle Rock—it’s his eclecticism and love of ‘borderblur’ that make bp so unique. The perfect counterpoint to his acclaimed ninevolume long poem, The Martyrology, the three long-lost classics contained in a book of variations showcase
Nichol’s diverse, sprawling imagination. Placing love: a book of remembrances, zygal: a book of mysteries and
translations, and art facts: a book of contexts side by side, this fun and ephemeral collection may prove to be
Nichol’s most lasting and important contribution.
bpNichol was the author of numerous books of poetry, as well as four novels, several books for children
and one collection of short fiction. A founding member of the sound poetry quartet The Four Horsemen,
Nichol was recognized internationally as one of the major avant-garde writers of his time.
Stephen Voyce is an assistant professor of English at the University of Iowa. He is the author of Poetic
Community and the Director of the University of Iowa Digital Fluxus Archive.
Key words: C
 anadian Poetry, Poststructural, Visual Art & Traditions, Literary Studies
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

ISBN-13: 9781552452721
paperback / 392 pp
5 x 8 / $23.95
May 2013
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Poetry
NEW

bp: beginnings
bpNichol, edited by Stephen Cain l BookThug
Early “fugitive” sequences of bpNichol’s are often referred to in critical studies but are long out of print. bp:
beginnings brings together his pre-Martyrology materials in one comprehensive collection, including such
key texts as his first chapbooks Beach Head and Cycles Etc., the lyric sequences The Other Side of the Room
and The Journeying and the Returns, and concrete and sound-texts The Year of the Frog and Ballads of the
Restless Are. These sequences show Nichol developing his talents in both visual poetry and lyricism, pointing the way towards the union of the two forms in the later Martyrology.
bpNichol was born in Vancouver, BC in 1944. His writing is engaged with what he called ‘borderblur’.
He wrote poetry, novels, short fiction, children’s books, musical scores, comic book art, collage/assemblage, and computer texts. Nichol was a member of The Four Horsemen. He died September 25, 1988 in
Toronto, Ontario.

ISBN-13: 9781771660358
paperback / 256 pp
6 x 8 / $23.00
April 2014

NEW

Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Canadian Literature, Canadian Studies

Bourbon & Eventide
Mike Spry l Invisible Publishing
Bourbon & Eventide confronts the history and mythology of a failed couple, and through a subjective
narrator finds humour and heartbreak in the story of the flawed pair. In a collection of tercets—fragments
of memory that could stand alone, but together tell a more complete story of a couple’s past and failure—
Mike Spry blends wit and honesty to bring to life a simple tale of love unrealized.
Mike Spry has written for the Toronto Star, National Post, and Maisonneuve. He is the author of JACK,
which was shortlisted for the 2009 A.M. Klein Prize for Poetry, and he was nominated for the 2010
Journey Prize for a story from his collection Distillery Songs, which was shortlisted for the 2012 ReLit
Award. He lives in Montreal.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Tercets

ISBN-13: 9781926743493
paperback / 72 pp
4.75 x 7 / $14.95
April 2014

children of air india: un/authorized exhibits and interjections
Renée Sarojini Saklikar l Nightwood Editions
Nominated for the 2014 BC Book Prizes’ Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize
Why does 9/11 resonate more strongly with Canadians than June 23, 1985? children of air india is a series
of elegiac sequences exploring the nature of individual loss, situated within public trauma. The work is
animated by a proposition: that violence, both personal and collective, produces continuing sonar, an
echolocation that finds us, even when we choose to be unaware or indifferent.
This collection breaks new ground in its approach to the saga that is Canada/Air India, an event and its
aftermath that is both over-reported and under-represented in our national psyche.

ISBN-13: 9780889712874
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8 / $18.95
October 2013
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Renée Sarojini Saklikar writes thecanadaproject, a life-long poem chronicle that includes poetry, fiction,
and essays. Work from thecanadaproject appears in literary journals, newspapers, and anthologies, including the Literary Review of Canada, Geist, Poetry is Dead, and Georgia Straight. children of air india is the first
completed series from thecanadaproject.
Key words: South Asian Identities, Multiculturalism, Canadian National Identity, Loss, Public Trauma
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

Poetry
Forge
kevin mcpherson eckhoff l Invisible Publishing
Excessive. Melancholic. Absurd. Joyful.
The experiments in this collection fuse conceptual, concrete, and lyric poetries to produce lines that prove
counterfeit and precious, cynical and sanguine, real and realer.
kevin mcpherson eckhoff is the author of Rhapsodomancy (Coach House Books, 2010), and Easy
Peasy (Snare Books, 2011). His work has been featured in Boredom Fighters (Tightrope Books) and Rogue
Stimulus (Mansfield Press), as well as several international journals, including Descant, West Wind Review,
Fact*Simile, Rampike, and offerta speciale.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Experimental Poetry, Concrete Poetry, Semiotics
ISBN-13: 9781926743332
paperback / 96 pp
4.75 x 7 / $14.95
April 2013

Indigena Awry		
Annharte l New Star Books
NDN word warrior Marie Annharte Baker’s fourth book of poems, Indigena Awry, is her largest and
wildest yet. It collects a decade’s worth of verse—fifty-nine poems.
Set noticeably in Winnipeg and Vancouver, but in many other places on either side of the Medicine Line
as well, the poems are a laser-eyed meander through contested streets filled with racism, classism, and sexism. Laced with sex and violence and struggle and sadness and trauma, her work is always set to detect and
confront the delusions of colonialism and its discontents.
Annharte, AKA Marie Baker, is Anishinabe (Little Saskatchewan First Nation, Manitoba). The author of
three previous poetry books and a book of essays, AKA (2012), she has moved her urban campground back
to her birthplace, otherwise known as Winnipeg.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Indigenous Identities (North American), Postcolonial, Colonization &
Decolonization, Urbanization, Feminism, Examination of racism, Sexism & Classism,
Regional Identity–Winnipeg/Vancouver

Journey
Lilly Barnes l Inanna Publications

ISBN-13: 9781554200672
paperback / 144 pp
6 x 9 / $19.00
November 2012

NEW

This book of poetry brings you the journey of a life lived in turbulent times. Its many stories are distilled
from personal experience, honed and deepened into the shape and rhythm of poetry. The arc of this life begins with the child who has no fear of bombs—war being the only way of life she has known—but is afraid
that she might reveal a dangerous secret. The journey continues through years of dislocations—when the
quest is survival of a recognizable self. And sooner or later in anyone’s life there’s a choice which has to be
made: to attain and then sink into comfort, or to continue the journey, seeking freedom from the strands
trailing out of the dark distant past, binding and confining, seeking what joy there is in life.
Lilly Barnes is the author of the short story collection, A Hero Travels Light, and of the novel, Mara. She
is also the author of five books for children. She was a freelance arts journalist for the CBC for many years,
as well as senior script writer for the children’s television show Mr. Dressup. Lilly is now working on a play
entitled “Maximum Security.” She lives in downtown Toronto, in an old house full of stories and music.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Feminist, War
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ISBN-13: 9781771331463
paperback / 96 pp
6 x 7.5 / $18.95
April 2014
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Poetry
NEW

Lake of Two Mountains
Arleen Paré l Brick Books
A hymn to a beloved lake, a praise poem in forty-five parts, a contemplation of landscape and memory.
Lake of Two Mountains, Arleen Paré’s second poetry collection, is a portrait of a lake, of a relationship to a
lake, of a network of relationships around a lake
Arleen Paré is a poet and novelist, author of two previous books. Originally from Montreal, she lived for
many years in Vancouver, where she worked as a social worker and administrator to provide community
housing for people with mental illnesses. She now lives in Victoria with her partner, Chris Fox.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Queer/LGBTI, Literary Studies, Regional Identity–Lake of Two Mountains,
Quebec, Nature

ISBN-13: 9781926829876
paperback / 96 pp
6 x 8.75 / $20.00
April 2014

Light
Souvankham Thammavongsa l Pedlar Press
Winner of the 2013 CBC Bookie Award for Best Poetry Book
“This is the voice of a pilgrim, the one who bends to see, leans to hear... Thammavongsa has distilled her
meaning from her details so masterfully and with such confident wisdom that she seems to be reading
nature. Through her eyes, we can believe we see the true meaning in things.” —Anne Michaels
Souvankham Thammavongsa was born in Nong Khai, Thailand, in 1978 and was raised and educated in
Toronto. She won the 2004 ReLit prize for her first poetry book, Small Arguments. She is also the author of
a second poetry book, Found, which was made into a short film and screened at film festivals worldwide,
including Toronto International Film Festival and Dok Leipzig.
ISBN-13: 9781897141564
paperback / 80 pp
6.75 x 8.5 / $20.00
September 2013

Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies

Light Light		
Julie Joosten l Bookthug
Nominated for 2014 Gerald Lampert Memorial Award
Moving from the Enlightenment science of natural history to the contemporary science of global warming,
Light Light is a provocative engagement with the technologies and languages that shape discourses of knowing. It bridges histories of botany, empire, and mind to take up the claim of “objectivity” as the dissolution
of a discrete self. The poems range from epigrammatic to experimental, from narrative to lyric, consistently
exploring the way language captures the undulation of a mind’s working, how that rhythm becomes the
embodiment of thought, and how that embodiment forms a politics engaged with the environment and
its increasing alterations.

ISBN-13: 9781927040836
paperback / 120 pp
6 x 8 / $18.00
October 2013
8

Julie Joosten lives in Toronto. Her poems and reviews can be read in Jacket 2, Tarpaulin Sky, Malahat
Review, and The Fiddlehead. Light Light is her first book.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Women’s Literary Traditions, Queer/LGBT, Feminist,
Ecocritical, Botany, Science
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

Poetry
Louis: The Heretic Poems
Gregory Scofield l Nightwood Editions
Few figures in Canadian history have attained such an iconic status as Louis Riel. Celebrated Metis poet
Gregory Scofield takes a fresh look at Riel in his new collection, Louis: The Heretic Poems, challenging
traditional conceptions of Riel as simply a folk hero and martyr. By juxtaposing historical events and
quotes with the poetic narrative, Scofield draws attention to the side of the Metis leader that most
Canadians have never contemplated: that of husband, father, friend and lover, poet and visionary.
Scofield uses the collection to raise attention about crucial historical events of Riel’s lifetime and to
examine Riel’s poetry.
Gregory Scofield is one of Canada’s leading Aboriginal writers whose five collections of poetry have
earned him both a national and international audience. He is known for his unique and dynamic reading
style that blends oral storytelling, song, spoken word, and the Cree language.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Indigenous Identities (North American), Narrative & Biography, Canadian
National Identity, Colonization & Decolonization, Canadian History, Louis Riel

ISBN-13: 9780889712621
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8 / $18.95
October 2011

Masham Means Evening
Kanina Dawson l Coteau Books
Masham Means Evening is based on Kanina Dawson’s experiences deployed as a serving member of the
Canadian military in Afghanistan. Inextricably, vividly engaged with the human side of the armed conflict
in that far country, these poems portray, in microcosm, those whose fortunes have thrust them into the
path of an endlessly complex conflict.
Kanina Dawson is the author of several works of literary non-fiction published in magazines such as Event
and subTerrain. She has been awarded numerous prizes for creative non-fiction since 2001. Masham Means
Evening is her first published poetry collection. Kanina lives and works in Ottawa.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, War Studies, Feminist, Gender Constructs, Colonization &
Decolonozation, Afghanistan
ISBN-13: 9781550505504
paperback / 73 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $16.95
April 2013

Message Sticks: Tshissinuatshitakana
Joséphine Bacon, translated by Phyllis Aronoff l TSAR Publications
Bilingual English-Innu-aimun edition
Message Sticks is founded on the mutual support, solidarity, and sharing that are necessary to the survival of
the Innu people. The language echoes Nutshimit, the language of the region, chanted by the drum. Simple
and beautiful, Joséphine Bacon’s poetry is an homage to the land, the ancestors, and the Innu-aimun language.
Born in 1947, Joséphine Bacon is an aboriginal person from Innue de Betsiamites. She lives in Montreal.
Director of film documentaries (Mishtikuashisht-Le Petit Grand Européen: Johan Beetz, ONF, 1996), she is
equal parts poet and songwriter.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Regional Identity–Innu-aimun, Indigenous Identities (North American),
Multiculturalism
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ISBN-13: 9781927494097
paperback / 140 pp
5 x 7 / $21.95
June 2013
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Poetry
Monkey Ranch		
Julie Bruck l Brick Books
Winner of the 2012 Governor General’s Award for Poetry
Monkey Ranch by Julie Bruck leaps about the ordinary world with a deft detachment and flexible artistry—
guiding us with its offbeat, caring, and companionable sensibility.
“‘There’s enough light to see by,’ says Julie Bruck, even though the children turn their eyes away. This
humane voice, quirky and patient, will see you through a world stripped of miracles.” —GG jury citation

ISBN-13: 9781926829746
paperback / 88 pp
6 x 9 / $19.00
March 2012

NEW

Julie Bruck is the author of two previous books, both with Brick: The End of Travel (1999), and The
Woman Downstairs (1993). A Montreal native, she lives in San Francisco with her husband and daughter.
Monkey Ranch is her third poetry collection.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Globalization, Family

MxT
Sina Queyras l Coach House Books
MxT, or ‘Memory x Time,’ is one of the formulas acclaimed poet Sina Queyras posits as a way to measure
grief. These poems mourn the dead by turning memories over and over like an old coin, by invoking other
poets, by appropriating the language of technology, of instruction, of diagram, of electrical engineering,
and of elegy itself. Devastating, cheeky, allusive, hallucinatory: this is Queyras at her most powerful.
Sina Queyras is the author of the Lambda Award-winning Lemon Hound, Expressway (shortlisted for the
Governor General’s Award), and the novel Autobiography of Childhood (shortlisted for the Amazon First
Novel Award). She often writes for the Poetry Foundation and runs the online journal Lemon Hound.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Poststructural, Feminist, Queer/LGBTI, Urbanization, Grief

ISBN-13: 9781552452905
paperback / 96 pp
5 x 8 / $17.95
February 2014

North End Love Songs
Katherena Vermette l J. Gordon Shillingford Publishing
Winner of the 2013 Governor General’s Literary Award
For Katherena Vermette, Winnipeg’s North End is a neighbourhood of colourful birds, stately elms, and
always wily rivers. It is where a brother’s disappearance is trivialized by local media and police because he is
young and aboriginal. It is also where young girls share secrets, movies, cigarettes, Big Gulps and stories of
love—where a young mother full of both maternal trepidation and joy watches her small daughters as they
play in the park.

ISBN-13: 9781897289761
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $14.95
October 2013
10

Katherena Vermette is a Metis writer of poetry and fiction. Her work has appeared in several literary
magazines and compilations, including Manitowapow: Aboriginal Writings from the Land of Water. Vermette
was the 2010-2011 writerscollective.org Blogger in Residence and recently began graduate work in the
prestigious Master of Fine Arts Creative Writing program at the University of British Columbia. A member
of the Aboriginal Writers Collective of Manitoba since 2004, Vermette lives, works, and plays in Winnipeg,
Manitoba.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Winnipeg, Motherhood, Family, Indigenous Identity (North America)
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

Poetry
Old Hat
Rob Winger l Nightwood Editions

NEW

Old Hat is the third book of poetry and first collection of occasional poems by Rob Winger, author of the
2007 Globe 100 book, Muybridge’s Horse. Driven by an attempt to understand how to reorder common
experience, the book’s transitional sections—“Set,” “Re/Set,” and “Lect”—all intertwine and overlap,
thematically and intuitively linked by the range and depth of Winger’s poetics.
Spoken through cliches, vernacular, and jargon, Old Hat is just as familiar as it is odd, just as comforting as
disquieting, an exceptional meditation on what it means to think about writing.
Rob Winger’s first book, Muybridge’s Horse, was a Globe & Mail best book, shortlisted for the Governor
General’s Award, Ottawa Book Award, and Trillium Book Award for Poetry, and won a CBC Literary
Award. His critically acclaimed second collection was The Chimney Stone.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Occasional Poetry, Semiotics

ISBN-13: 9780889712966
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8 / $18.95
April 2014

Parkway: Hammertown, Part 3
Peter Culley l New Star Books
“Hammertown” is Georges Perec’s invention, an imaginary fishing port on Vancouver Island that Peter
Culley recognized as the Oulipo writer’s vision of what Nanaimo might be like. In Parkway, Culley
continues his project of describing Perec’s Hammertown from the inside. Deeply musical and infused
by Culley’s love of rhythm, Parkway is an acute and strongly complicit portrayal of a working-class city,
and the world of its margins.
A Kootenay School of Writing hang-around in the 1980s, Peter Culley is a poet and art critic who has
lived in Nanaimo for most of his life. Hammertown (2003) and The Age of Briggs and Stratton (2008) are
the first two Hammertown books.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Regional Identity–Nanaimo/Vancouver Island, Urbanization
ISBN-13: 9781554200764
paperback / 96 pp
6 x 9 / $18.00
October 2013

Personals		
Ian Williams l Freehand Books

Special
Price

Nominated for the 2013 Griffin Poetry Prize
These are not love poems. These are almost-love poems. Jittery, plaintive, and fresh, the poems in Ian
Williams’ Personals are voiced through a startling variety of speakers who continually rev themselves up to
the challenge of connecting with each other, often to no avail. Williams writes in traditional poetic forms:
ghazals, a pantoum, blank sonnets, mock-heroic couplets. He also invents his own: poems that spin into
indeterminacy, poems that don’t end. With a deft hand and playful ear, Williams entices the reader to
stumble alongside his characters as they search, again and again, for intimacy, for love, and for each other.
In addition to Personals, Ian Williams is also the author of Not Anyone’s Anything and You Know Who You
Are. He was named as one of ten Canadian writers to watch by CBC. Williams completed his PhD in
English at the University of Toronto and works as an English professor.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Poststructural, Gender Constructs (Masculinity), African-Canadian
Identities, Urban & Inner-city Studies, Literary Studies
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

ISBN-13: 9781554811045
paperback / 100 pp
5 x 9 / $13.95
April 2012
11

Poetry
A Pretty Sight
David O’Meara l Coach House Books
Like the rhapsodists, the storytellers of ancient Greece, A Pretty Sight shapes voices of the past and
present into a stitched song lifted and sounded toward the next century. Haunted by ‘time’s frame /
that dark shape near the edge of the canvas,’ O’Meara’s new book explores aspects of culture, art, war,
rebellion, and technology, offering defiance amid decay.
David O’Meara is the author of three collections of poetry and has won the Archibald Lampman Award
twice. He is director of the renowned Plan 99 Reading Series in Ottawa and was the Canadian judge for
the 2012 Griffin Poetry Prize.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies
ISBN-13: 9781552452813
paperback / 96 pp
5 x 8 / $17.95
October 2013

NEW

Re:union		
Geordie Miller l Invisible Publishing
Re:union is an attempt to engage sincerely with a ridiculous world. It’s a bundle of lyrics, prose, and postcards. Addressing figures ranging from Ayn Rand to the Wu-Tang Clan, and mining political convictions,
personal loss, loves (old-fashioned and brand new), the poems in this collection reach you in ways that are
direct and affecting.
Geordie Miller has done an American Literature PhD, stand-up comedy, articles on Canadian poetry,
and summers of slo-pitch. Miller’s writing has appeared in The Coast, The Dalhousie Review, and the
Rememberer anthology (Invisible Publishing). He lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Poststructural, Relationship between Neoliberalism & American
Literature(s), Literary Studies

ISBN-13: 9781926743486
paperback / 80 pp
4.75 x 7 / $14.95
April 2014

NEW

Skein of Days
Sonja Ruth Greckol l Pedlar Press
The fifty-five annual poems in Sonja Greckol’s Skein of Days are harvested from three distinctive lexicons:
newspaper and magazine headlines and titles, poems from Governor General’s Award for Poetry, hit song
titles and physics articles (1946-2000).
Sonja Ruth Greckol began to write poetry when Mike Harris was re-elected in Ontario. Since, her work
has appeared in the Literary Review of Canada, Canadian Literature, Dalhousie Review, CV2, Canadian
Women’s Studies, The Fiddlehead, and Matrix. She coordinates poetry for Women and Environments
International Magazine and has served as the associate representative on the National Council of the
League of Canadian Poets (2006-08). She lives in Toronto.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Canadian National Identity, Semiotics

ISBN-13: 9781897141618
paperback / 104 pp
6 x 8.5 / $20.00
April 2014
12
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Poetry
Sonar
Kristian Enright l Turnstone Press
Winner of the 2013 Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best First Book
Kristian Enright’s debut poetry collection, Sonar, wrestles with language, mental health, and identity. With
the echoed voices of the beat generation, postmodernism and prairie poetics at his side, the narrator, Colin
Verbanofsky confronts a world steeped in melancholy. Between his dreams and the reflected impressions of
medical staff and fellow patients, Colin struggles to find a place for himself in the brilliance and sadness he
sees around him. Like his poetic forbears, Enright deftly uses poetry to express his own profound and epic
Howl.
Kristian Enright won the John Hirsch Award for Most Promising Manitoba Writer after his debut
collection of poetry was published. A long-time contributor to Winnipeg’s cultural scene, he is currently
pursuing his PhD in English Literature at the University of Manitoba.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Postmodernism, Long Poem, Mental Health, Depression

ISBN-13: 9780888013910
paperback / 154 pp
8.5 x 5.5 / $17.00
September 2012

Stalin’s Carnival
Steven Heighton l Palimpsest Press
Winner of the 1990 Gerald Lampert Award
In Stalin’s Carnival, Heighton explores the transformation of Josef Stalin from romantic and political poet
to notorious dictator with chilling results. In this finely-crafted collection, the resilient lyrical voice is presented as a means of survival in a time of violence. Heighton recreates a world and a time that feels as vital
and immediate to us today as it was over a century ago. Winner of the Gerald Lampert Award in 1990, this
reissue has been edited by Heighton and includes a foreword by Ken Babstock.
Includes a foreword by Ken Babstock.
Steven Heighton is an award winning novelist and poet, who has an established audience. He was previously nominated for a Governor General’s Award and the Trillium Award. This new format reprint is of
Heighton’s first book, which is no longer in print.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Josef Stalin, Facism, Political Studies, War Studies

ISBN-13: 9781926794143
paperback / 96 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.00
June 2013

sybil unrest
Larissa Lai & Rita Wong l New Star Books
sybil unrest is a deliriously inventive collaborative poem, inspired by renga and composed via an email
conversation. The text revels in semantic mayhem: meanings flicker and pirouette, veering off in delightful
unforeseen directions to create a dizzying storm of ambiguity and provocation.
With influences as diverse as the Rolling Stones and Massive Attack, Laurie Anderson and Chuang Tze,
Colonel Sanders and Gayatri Spivak, sybil unrest is a glorious critical odyssey through contemporary culture. Teasing out fresh connections between feminism, environmentalism, and personal-political responsibility, this work troubles fixed notions of “human,” “female,” and “corporate” in Western capitalist culture.
Larissa Lai is an author and an English professor at UBC, where she teaches courses on race, memory, and
citizenship, and biopower and the poetics of relation.
Rita Wong is a poet and professor at Emily Carr University of Art + Design, where she developed a humanities course about water.
Key Words: Feminist, Globalization, Gender Constructs, Multiculturalism, Media Studies
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

ISBN-13: 9781554200696
paperback / 128 pp
6 x 9 / $18.00
September 2013
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Poetry
NEW

Theseus: a collaboration
Wayne Clifford & bpNichol l BookThug
Parts One and Two of Theseus began in 1966 and were composed over many years. After Nichol’s death,
Clifford completed the work, adding Part Three—composed of elements of Nichol’s The Martyrology.
Thematically, the text focuses on the Theseus-Ariadne-Minotaur cycle: in Part One, the authors were
young enough to “re=verb=erate”; Part Two allowed to step back in order to devise a way to say ‘love’ more
acutely; Part Three presents one man’s grief for a lost friend and collaborator. Published for the first time in
its entirety, it adds considerable gravitas to Nichol’s poetic legacy and the unique partnership between two
authors.
Wayne Clifford has authored many poetry books and chapbooks. He is also a musician, artist and awardwinning designer. He holds a BA from the University of Toronto, and an MA and MFA from the prestigious Writers’ Workshop at the University of Iowa. He lives in Grand Manan, New Brunswick.

ISBN-13: 9781771660365
paperback / 104 pp
6 x 8 / $18.00
April 2014

bpNichol was born in Vancouver, BC in 1944. His writing is engaged with what he called ‘borderblur’.
He wrote poetry, novels, short fiction, children’s books, musical scores, comic book art, collage/assemblage, and computer texts. Nichol was a member of The Four Horsemen. He died September 25, 1988 in
Toronto, Ontario.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Canadian Studies

NEW

Understories
Elizabeth Greene l Inanna Publications
Understories is an exploration of things visible mostly to the inner eye and memory, things below the
surface. The book began as a riff on Mark Strand’s brilliant title, “Planet of the Lost Things,” and it is an
exploration of loss, but also of recovery through memory and language. The first part, “A Perfect Afternoon” follows an unfulfilled romance through significant moments and years to elegy for what never was
and for the loved one himself. The second section, “Functional Families,” considers the theme of family,
especially mothers. The third section, “Going the Distance for Poetry,” focuses on poetry and art, some of
the connections that make the poetic quest possible, literary, artistic, and natural. The final section, “Lost
Cities,” looks at New York, Toronto, Florence, ancient Rome, through the lens of history and memory,
alternating sorrow for loss with belief in the power of poetry to preserve.

ISBN-13: 9781771331500
paperback / 132 pp
6 x 7.5 / $18.95
April 2014

Elizabeth Greene has published two previous collections of poetry, The Iron Shoes (2007) and Moving
(2010). She edited and contributed to We Who Can Fly: Poems, Essays and Memories in Honour of Adele
Wiseman (1997), which won the Betty and Morris Aaron Prize for Best Scholarship on a Canadian Subject,
1998. She has edited/co-edited four other books, including Kingston Poets’ Gallery (2006), The Window
of Dreams: New Canadian Writing for Children (1986), On the Threshold: Writing Toward the Year 2000
(1999), and Common Magic: The Book of the New (2008). She lives in Kingston.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Feminist, Loss, Memory, Family
Voices from Kibuli Country
Dannabang Kuwabong l TSAR Publications
This collection results from the author’s experiences in Hamilton, Ontario, and his travels to several Caribbean islands and the United States as a person of multiple locations and origins: Canadian, African, and
Ghanaian. The Hamilton poems also look at the experiences of immigrants, their disrupted lives and loves,
their broken dreams.
Dannabang Kuwabong is a Ghanaian Canadian born in Nanville in the Upper West Region of Ghana.
He teaches Caribbean literature at the University of Puerto Rico, San Juan. He has published four books:
Konga and other Dagaaba Folktales, Visions of Venom, Caribbean Blues & Love’s Genealogy, and Echoes from
Dusty Rivers.

ISBN-13: 9781927494288
paperback / 120 pp
5.5 x 8.25 / $19.95
November 2013
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Key Words: Postcolonial, Regional Identity–Caribbean, Multiculturalism, Disaporic,
Immigrant Experience
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Poetry
Wanting in Arabic, 2nd Edition
Trish Salah l TSAR Publications
Nominated for the 2014 Lambda Literary Award
Wanting in Arabic is a refusal of convenient silences, convenient stories. The author dwells on the contradictions of a transsexual poetics, in its attendant disfigurations of lyric, ghazal, l’ecriture feminine, and, in
particular, her own sexed voice.
Trish Salah’s recent writing appears in the journals Eleven Eleven, Feminist Studies, Journal of Medical
Humanities, No More Potlucks, and in the anthologies, Selling Sex, Féminismes électriques, and Troubling
the Line: Trans and Genderqueer Poetry and Poetics. She is currently assistant professor of Women’s and
Gender Studies at the University of Winnipeg.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Feminist, Gender Constructs, Queer/LGBTI

ISBN-13: 9781927494301
paperback / 104 pp
5.5 x 8.25 / $19.95
November 2013

What Lies Behind		
Luann Hiebert l Turnstone Press
What Lies Behind, Luann Hiebert’s debut collection of poetry, explodes the notion of the common and
everyday. The seductive songs of motherhood and love and springtime on the prairies are confronted with
illness, death, and the coldness of time marching on without us. With the weight of history behind her,
Hiebert arrests the patterns of daily life and in their place leaves a beautiful truth that is more awesome and
delightful than memory could serve.
A former choral director, Luann Hiebert is an adjunct professor at Providence University College and is
currently pursuing her PhD in English Literature at the University of Manitoba. Her work has previously
appeared in Rhubarb and SOCIETY magazine. She lives in Steinbach, Manitoba.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Mennonite Studies, Women’s Studies, Motherhood, Death,
Regional Identity–Prairies

ISBN-13: 9780888014740
paperback / 94 pp
8.5 x 5.5 / $17.00
September 2013

X: Poems and Anti-Poems		
Shane Rhodes l Nightwood Editions
In X, Rhodes takes poetry from the comfortable land of the expected to places it has seldom been. Writing
through the detritus of Canada’s colonization and settlement, Rhodes’ writes poems to and with Canada’s
eleven numbered treaties. He writes formal poetry using Indian status registration forms. He writes to the
memory of Oka.
X sings a new national anthem for Canada, an anthem stripped of patriotic fervor that truly sings of the
past many would rather forget and the current state of Indigenous/settler race relations in Canada, an
anthem fit for “a land held by therefores, herebys and hereinafters.”
Shane Rhodes is the author of six collections of poetry, including The Wireless Room, which won the
Alberta Book Award for poetry; Tengo Sed; Holding, which won the Archibald Lampman Award; and The
Bindery, which won the Lampman-Scott Award. His poetry has also appeared in a number of Canadian
poetry anthologies.
Key Words: Indigenous Identities (North American), Colonization & Decolonization, Canadian National
Identity, Oka
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

ISBN-13: 9780889712881
paperback / 126 pp
5.5 x 8 / $18.95
June 2013
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Poetry – Anthologies
The Breakwater Book of Contemporary Newfoundland Poetry
Edited by James Langer & Mark Callanan l Breakwater Books
Gathering the strongest poetry published by Newfoundlanders since the death of E.J. Pratt in 1964, The
Breakwater Book of Contemporary Newfoundland Poetry features selections from twelve of the province’s
most impressive poets, including Al Pittman, Tom Dawe, Mary Dalton, John Steffler, Patrick Warner, and
Ken Babstock.
James Langer is the author of the award-winning poetry collection Gun Dogs (Anansi, 2009). He’s edited
poetry for The Fiddlehead, Riddle Fence, Goose Lane Editions, and now works as the in-house managing
editor of Breakwater Books.

ISBN-13: 9781550814088
paperback / 216 pp
6 x 9 / $19.95
April 2013

Mark Callanan is the author of Scarecrow (Killick, 2003) and Gift Horse (Signal Editions, 2011) which
was shortlisted for the BMO Winterset Award. He previously edited and helped establish the journal Riddle
Fence, and he currently edits for Canadian Notes and Queries.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies, Canadian National Identity,
Regional Identity–Newfoundland & Atlantic Canada

Ground Rules: The Best of the Second Decade of above/ground press 2003-2013
edited by rob mclennan l Chaudiere Books

ISBN-13: 9780978342876
paperback / 240 pp
8 x 8 / $24.95
October 2013

Edited by rob mclennan, with an introduction by Gil McElroy, Ground Rules features writing from the
second decade of one of the most active micro publishers in Canada, selected from a series of hundreds of
publications. A follow-up to Groundswell: best of above/ground press, 1993-2003 (Broken Jaw Press, 2003),
Ground Rules includes a wide range of work by Artie Gold, Mark Cochrane, Suzanne Zelazo, derek beaulieu, Stephanie Bolster, Amanda Earl, Nathanaël, Lisa Samuels, Rachel Zolf, Sharon Harris, D. G. Jones,
Julia Williams, Eric Folsom, Gregory Betts, Natalie Simpson, Aaron Tucker, Monty Reid, William Hawkins, Emily Carr, Cameron Anstee, Helen Hajnoczky, Marilyn Irwin, Stephen Brockwell, Robert Kroetsch,
and rob mclennan.
The author of more than twenty trade books of poetry, fiction and non-fiction, rob mclennan won the
John Newlove Poetry Award in 2010 and was longlisted for the CBC Poetry Prize in 2012. His most recent
titles include notes and dispatches: essays (Insomniac Press, 2014), the poetry collection Songs for little sleep,
(Obvious Epiphanies, 2012), and a second novel, missing persons (Mercury Press, 2009).
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Literary Studies

NEW

I Found It at the Movies: An Anthology of Film Poems		
edited by Ruth Roach Pierson l Guernica Editions
Although poetry is one of the oldest art forms and cinema one of the youngest, a symbiosis exists between
the two—an interchange of metaphor, rhythm, point-of-view. No surprise, then, that so many contemporary poets write about film and the magnitude of its effect on modern life. Featuring work by some of the
most acclaimed poets writing in Canada today (and three from the USA), I Found It at the Movies includes
poems inspired by the full range of cinematic history—from silent films to blockbusters, from neo-realism
to cartoon, from Fred Astaire to vampires, and from all around the world.
Among the contributors are: Margaret Atwood, Don McKay, Michael Ondaatje, Steven Heighton, David
W. McFadden, Karen Solie, Marilyn Bowering, Julie Bruck, Stephanie Bolster, and Ken Babstock.

ISBN-13: 9781550718973
paperback / 232 pp
6 x 9 / $25.00
May 2014
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Editor and poet Ruth Roach Pierson is the author of Where No Window Was, GG finalist Aide-Mémoire,
and CONTRARY. She has attended the Toronto Film Festival since 1980, with 33 films in 10 days her
personal best.
Key Words: Canadian Poetry, Film Studies, Literary Studies, Cultural Studies
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

Poetry – Anthologies
Pith & Wry: Canadian Poetry
edited by Susan McMaster l Scrivener Press
New poetry, in a wide variety of voices and styles, from living authors, renowned, established, and
emerging. Susan McMaster brings together forty-five Canadian poets from coast-to-coast who have a
stake in communicating with their communities and their country.
Contributors include Amanda Earl, Ben Ladouceur, Blaine Marchand, Cameron Anstee, Dave Margoshes,
and many more.
A leading figure in the Ottawa literary scene for twenty years, Susan McMaster has authored or edited
twelve books of poetry and literary arts, has performed across Canada with First Draft, SugarBeat, and
Geode Music & Poetry, and has broadcast nationally on Morningside, As It Happens, WordBeat,
Richardson’s Roundup, and GO!
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Canadian National Identity, Literary Studies

ISBN-13: 9781896350417
paperback / 160 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.00
September 2010

Regreen: New Canadian Ecological Poetry
edited by Madhur Anand & Adam Dickinson l Scrivener Press
The first anthology of contemporary Canadian poetry to address the environment and environmental
concerns. In this highly timely and one-of-a-kind collection, Madhur Anand and Adam Dickinson have
brought together a who’s who of contemporary Canadian ecological poets from across the country and
across the spectrum of form—from traditional to experimental—who are united in their attention to our
relationship with the environment, and to re-imagining that relationship.
Madhur Anand holds the Canada research chair in global ecological change at the University of Guelph.
Her award-winning research in the areas of ecological modelling, forest ecology, and conservation ecology
has been published in several leading international journals.
Adam Dickinson teaches poetics in the English department at Brock University in St. Catharines,
Ontario. He is the author of two books of poetry: Cartography and Walking (Brick Books, 2002) and
Kingdom, Phylum (Brick Books, 2006), which was a finalist for the 2007 Trillium Book Award for Poetry.
Key words: Canadian Poetry, Eco-poetry, Philosophy, Literary Studies

ISBN-13: 9781896350363
paperback / 208 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.00
October 2009

Fiction
A
André Alexis l BookThug
A presents the compelling narrative of Alexander Baddeley, a Toronto book reviewer obsessed with the
work of the elusive and mythical poet Avery Andrews. Baddeley is in awe of Andrews’s ability as a poet—
more than anything he wants to understand the inspiration behind his work—so much so that, following
in the footsteps of countless pilgrims throughout literary history, Baddeley tracks Andrews down thinking
that meeting his literary hero will provide some answers. Their meeting results in a meditation and a revelation about the creative act itself that generates more questions about what it means to be “inspired.”
André Alexis has authored four novels, two short story collections, a children’s book, and a number of
plays. He was a contributing book reviewer for the Globe & Mail and has worked extensively in radio,
having been the host/writer of CBC Radio One’s “Radio Nomad” and CBC Radio 2’s “Skylarking.”
Key Words: Literary Studies, Modern Fiction, Contemporary Fiction, Canadian Studies, Canadian
Literature, Philosophy
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ISBN-13: 9781927040799
paperback / 80 pp
5 x 7.5 / $15.00
October 2013
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Fiction
Blood and Salt
Barbara Sapergia l Coteau Books
Nominated for the 2014 Kobzar Literary Award
Blood and Salt is about a forgotten part of Canadian history: the internment camps to which UkrainianCanadians were sent during WWI. Having committed the crime of coming from lands ruled by the
Austrian empire, they became “enemy aliens” within Canada. It is a work of fiction grounded in historical
details of the Banff-Castle Mountain internment camp.
Barbara Sapergia is a fiction writer and dramatist living in Saskatoon. She has published four previous
books of fiction and had nine professional play productions. The co-creator of the children’s television
series Prairie Berry Pie, she is the editor of around fifty children’s novels.
ISBN-13: 9781550505139
paperback / 423 pp
6 x 9 / $21.95
September 2012

NEW

Key Words: National Identity–Ukraine, Canadian History, Regional Identity–Western Canada,
War Studies, Immigration, Internment Camps, WWI

Cadillac Cathedral		
Jack Hodgins l Ronsdale Press
In his new novel, Cadillac Cathedral, Jack Hodgins lovingly recreates the rural community of Portuguese
Creek on Vancouver Island. The main character is Arvo, a Finn who spends his retirement fixing up abandoned cars. Arvo decides that he and his friends need to drive to the big city to pick up the body of an old
friend who has just died. A road trip ensues, which takes place in a Cadillac Cathedral, a remarkable hearse
built in the 1930s. The journey ends back in Portuguese Creek, with a party that brings the entire community together in a wake to end all wakes.
Jack Hodgins is known throughout the world as one of Canada’s leading fiction writers. He has won
numerous prizes, including the Governor General’s Award, the Ethel Wilson Prize,and has been awarded
three honorary degrees, and in 2010 was inducted into the Order of Canada. He lives in Victoria, BC.

ISBN-13: 9781553802983
paperback / 220 pp
6 x 9 / $18.95
February 2014

Key Words: Regional Identity–British Columbia, Road Trip, Death

The Cage		
Martin Vaughn-James, introduction by Seth l Coach House Books
First published in 1975, The Cage was a graphic novel before there was a name for the medium. Cryptic
and disturbing, it spurns narrative for atmosphere, guiding us through a labyrinthine series of crumbling
facades, disarrayed rooms and desolate landscapes, as time stutters backward and forward. Within the cage’s
barbed-wire confines, we observe humanity only through its traces: a filmic sequence of discarded objects
—headphones, inky stains, dishevelled bedsheets—scored by a deafening cacophony of breaths, cries and
unsettling silence.
Martin Vaughn-James (1943-2009) was a painter and groundbreaking comics artist who published three
graphic novels with Coach House Press: The Projector (1971), The Park (1972) and The Cage (1975). Born
in England, he spent much of his youth in Australia before moving to Canada. Vaughn-James is widely
recognized as a pioneer in the development of the graphic novel.
ISBN-13: 9781552452875
paperback / 192 pp
6.5 x 9.25 / $24.95
October 2013
18

Key Words: Graphic Novel, Visual Art & Traditions, Literary Studies
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Fiction
Chorus of Mushrooms, 20th Anniversary Edition
Hiromi Goto l NeWest Press

NEW

Winner of the 1995 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best First Book, Canada and Caribbean Region
Hiromi Goto’s debut novel has become a Canadian classic. Funny, scandalous, and melancholic all at once,
this superlative narrative is filled with echoes and retellings, memories and Japanese folktales. From The Tale
of Genji to the Calgary Stampede, from the sharing of recipes to hitchhiking the Trans-Canada Highway,
it is a timeless exploration of immigration and belonging. This 20th anniversary reprinting includes a new
afterword by Larissa Lai and a new interview with the author.
Hiromi Goto is a writer, editor, and writing mentor. She won the James Tiptree Jr. Memorial Award in
2001 for The Kappa Child, and her first YA novel, Half World, received the 2010 Sunburst Award. Her
other work includes the novels The Water of Possibility and Darkest Light. She lives in Vancouver.
Key Words: Feminist, Diasporic, Asian Identity, Multiculturalism, Food

ISBN-13: 9781927063484
paperback / 272 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
May 2014

The Dilettantes
Michael Hingston l Freehand Books
Nominated for 2014 Alberta Readers’ Choice Award
The Peak: a university student newspaper with a hard-hitting mix of inflammatory editorials, hastily
thrown-together comics and reviews, and a news section run the only way self-taught journalists know
how—sloppily. Alex and Tracy editors of The Peak, staring down graduation and struggling to keep the
paper relevant to an increasingly indifferent student body. But trouble looms large when a big-money free
daily comes to campus, threatening to swallow what remains of their readership whole. With savage wit,
intoxicating energy, and a fine-tuned ear for the absurd, Michael Hingston drags the campus novel, kicking
and screaming, into the 21st century.
Michael Hingston is the books columnist for the Edmonton Journal. His writing has also appeared in
the Globe & Mail, National Post, Alberta Views, and McSweeney’s Internet Tendency. Born and raised in
North Vancouver, Hingston now lives in Edmonton with his partner and two kids. The Dilettantes is his
first novel.
Key Words: Media Studies, Youth Culture, Journalism, University Campus Studies

ISBN-13: 9781554811823
paperback / 272 pp
6 x 9 / $21.95
September 2013

Fallsy Downsies		
Stephanie Domet l Invisible Publishing
Nominated for the 2014 Dartmouth Book Award
Fallsy Downsies is a novel about aging, art, celebrity, and modern Canadian culture, told through the lens of
Lansing Meadows, the godfather of Canadian folk music; Evan Cornfield, the up and comer who idolizes
him; and Dacey Brown, a young photographer who finds herself along for the ride.
Stephanie Domet lives in Halifax with her husband. Her debut novel, Homing, won the Margaret and
John Savage First Book Award. She is forever trying to perfect homemade ravioli, and a piano rendition
of “Sweet Caroline.”
Key Words: Folk Music, Canadian National Identity, Cultural Studies, Aging, Narrative & Biography,
Literary Studies
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ISBN-13: 9781926743417
paperback / 360 pp
5 x 8 / $21.95
October 2013
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Fiction
NEW

Grist
Linda Little l Roseway Publishing
Penelope MacLaughlin marries a miller and gradually discovers he is not as she imagined. Nonetheless she
remains determined to make the best of life at the lonely mill up the Gunn Brook as she struggles to build
a home around her husband’s eccentricities. His increasing absence leaves Penelope to run the mill herself.
A series of betrayals leave her with nothing but the mill and her determination to save her grandchildren
from their disturbed father. While she can prepare her grandsons for independence, her granddaughter is
too young and so receives the greater gift: the story that made them all.
Linda Little’s novels include Scotch River (2006), which won the Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize,
and Strong Hollow (2001), which was nominated for the Amazon First Novel Award. She has published
short stories in The Penguin Book of Short Stories by Canadian Women, among others. She lives in River
John, Nova Scotia.

ISBN-13: 9781552665992
paperback / 240 pp
6 x 9 / $20.95
April 2014

Key Words: Canadian History, Feminist, Regional–Nova Scotia, Grist Mill

If This Is Freedom
Gloria Anne Wesley l Roseway Publishing
If This Is Freedom continues the story of struggle for Loyalist settlers in Nova Scotia after the American
Revolutionary War. In the black settlement of Birchtown, times are especially hard for the former slaves.
They face the difficulties of a hardscrabble existence and the continued discrimination from their white
counterparts.
At once a stand-alone story and a companion to Gloria Ann Wesley’s previous novel, Chasing Freedom, this
story about moral courage and the enduring strength of dreams shares history with us in a way that is both
honest and emotional.

ISBN-13: 9781552665718
paperback / 272 pp
8.5 x 5.5 / $19.95
September 2013

Gloria Ann Wesley is an African Nova Scotian writer who published her first book of poetry, To My
Someday Child in 1975. She later published Woman, Sing (2002) and Burlap and Lace (2007). Her first
young adult fiction, Chasing Freedom, was published in 2011.
Key Words: African-Canadian Identities, Regional Identity–Nova Scotia, Canadian History, Slavery

Invention, Implication, Wind
Ken Sparling l Pedlar Press
After Chappy leaves home, Mirror falls off the house and comes to an important decision about her future
and the future of the owl-eyed boy. On her subsequent journey, Mirror hears a voice like a can opener
opening a can of trumpets. Read this book and you will start to hear sounds other people don’t hear.
Sounds locked deep inside walls, stirring to get out. Sounds in the chests of the people you pass in parks.
Sounds deep under the ground, where darkness covers men skinned in humid walls, clambering in endless
circles, looping endlessly back on themselves, till they turn their ways of being inside-out.
Ken Sparling works at Toronto Public Library and lives in Richmond Hill. His previous book, BOOK
(Pedlar, 2010) was a finalist for the Trillium Award.
ISBN-13: 9781897141410
paperback / 206 pp
5.75 x 7 / $21.00
April 2011
20

Key Words: Literary Studies

Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

Fiction
Journey to the West with the Stone Monkey
Yun-Chong Pan l Bayeux Arts
Historical 14-year quest of the 7th century Chinese monk, Xuanzang, to obtain Buddhist sutras—travelling through Xinjiang, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.
Yun-Chong Pan was born in Taiwan under Japanese occupation in 1935. He emigrated to Toronto,
Canada in 1962 and enrolled at the University of Toronto. After working as an economist, Pan embarked
on a career with the government and the Canadian International Development Agency.
Key Words: Chinese Folklore, Chinese History

ISBN-13: 9781897411087
hard cover / 264 pp
5 x 8 / $19.95
October 2009

Juanita Wildrose: My True Life
Susan Downe l Pedlar Press
Nominated for the 2014 Finalist Amazon First Novel Award
“A heap of treasure” perfectly describes Susan Downe’s first novel as she delves not only into her mother’s
life, but into lives of an earlier generation caught up in the fraught years of the American Civil War. The
photos, letters, and family documents Downe used were found safely stored in the “ancestor’s drawer” of
Juanita Wildrose’s desk. The strength here is the young voice: evocative, appropriate to Juanita’s age (12),
and rich in detail, it has that gripping effect of eavesdropping on a life.
Susan Downe lives in London, Ontario. She studied English and Philosophy as an undergraduate, at age
forty she studied Gestalt theory and practice, and psychoanalysis, and practised in these fields for sixteen
years.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Literary Studies, American Civil War, Family

ISBN-13: 9781897141588
paperback / 304 pp
5.75 x 8 / $22.00
October 2013

The Knife Sharpener’s Bell
Rhea Tregebov l Coteau Books
Nominated for the 2012 Kobzar Literary Award
Annette Gershon’s odyssey from depression-era Winnipeg to Stalinist Russia, and back to Canada, is the
seldom-told story of those who made that hopeful, doomed, journey. To escape the collapsing capitalist
economy of Western Canada in the Dirty Thirties, Annette’s immigrant family decides to go “home” to the
Soviet Union. Annette struggles to maintain her sense of self, first adapting to life in Stalinist Odessa, then
fleeing to Moscow, ahead of the Nazi occupation. But it is in the post-war years that her identity, and her
life, are threatened by the anti-Semitism of Stalinism’s final years.
Rhea Tregebov is the author of eight critically-acclaimed books of poetry, five children’s books, and a
novel. Her work has received several literary prizes, including the Pat Lowther and J I Segal Awards. Rhea
is a professor of creative writing at UBC, teaching poetry, translation and children’s literature.
Key Words: National Identity–Soviet Russia, Regional Identity–Winnipeg, Diasporic, War Studies,
History, Anti-Semitism
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ISBN-13: 9781550504088
paperback / 325 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $21.00
September 2009
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Fiction
NEW

Midsummer
Carole Giangrande l Inanna Publications
Midsummer is a novella about a family whose fate in part revolves around the grandfather’s spiritual experience when he uncovers the remains of a seventeenth-century Dutch ship while digging a subway tunnel
under the area where the twin towers later existed in New York. All her life Joy has been haunted by this
man she’s never met—her visionary grandfather, the artist Lorenzo. Lorenzo’s children did well in life, and
almost a century later, Joy, a gifted linguist, marries the Canadian descendant of the lost ship’s captain. Yet
nonno’s story also led to the death of Joy’s cousin Leonora. It was a tragedy that might have been prevented
by Joy’s father, Eddie, a man who’s been bruised by life and who seldom speaks to his sister. Yet in the year
2000, he has no choice. Wealthy Aunt Elena and Uncle Carlo are coming from Rome to celebrate their
fiftieth wedding anniversary. On the first day of summer, Elena and Eddie will face each other at last.

ISBN-13: 9781771331388
paperback / 104 pp
5.5 x 8.25 / $19.95
April 2014

Carole Giangrande’s previous work includes the novella, A Gardener On The Moon; two novels, An Ordinary Star (2004) and A Forest Burning (2000); a short story collection, Missing Persons (1994); as well as
two non-fiction books: Down To Earth: The Crisis in Canadian Farming (1985) and The Nuclear North: The
People, The Regions and the Arms Race (1983).
Key Words: Novella, Literary Studies, Feminist, Family, History, Italian, New York City

NEW

Pastoral
André Alexis l Coach House Books
André Alexis brings a modern sensibility and a new liveliness to an age-old genre, the pastoral.
For his very first parish, Father Christopher Pennant is sent to the sleepy town of Barrow. With more
sheep than people, it is sleepily bucolic—too much Barrow Brew on Barrow Day is the rowdiest it gets.
But things aren’t so idyllic for Liz Denny, whose fiancé doesn’t want to choose between Liz and his more
worldly lover Jane, or for Father Pennant himself, whose faith is profoundly shaken by the miracles he
witnesses—a mayor walking on water, intelligent gypsy moths and a talking sheep.
André Alexis was born in Trinidad and grew up in Canada. His debut novel, Childhood, won the Books
in Canada First Novel Award, the Trillium Book Award, and was shortlisted for the Giller Prize and the
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize. His books include Asylum and Ingrid & the Wolf.

ISBN-13: 9781552452868
paperback / 168 pp
5 x 8 / $17.95
March 2014

NEW

Key Words: Literary Studies, Regional Identity–Southwestern Ontario, Diasporic, Religious Studies

Polyamorous Love Song
Jacob Wren l BookThug
Polyamorous Love Song is intertwined with narratives concerning the relationship between artists and the
world. Shot through with unexpected moments of sex and violence, readers will become acquainted with
a world that is at once the same and opposite from the one in which they live. With a diverse palette of
characters—from people who wear furry mascot costumes, to the ‘New Filmmakers’ who devise increasingly unexpected sexual scenarios with strangers, to a secret society that concocts a virus to infect the political
right—Wren’s avant-garde novel will appeal to anyone interested in visual arts, theatre, and performance
of all types.
Jacob Wren creates literature, performances, and exhibitions. He is the author of three previous books and
is co-artistic director of the Montreal-based interdisciplinary group PME-ART. Wren travels internationally
and frequently writes about contemporary art. Polyamorous Love Song is his latest novel.

ISBN-13: 9781771660303
paperback / 192 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $23.00
April 2014
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Key Words: Literary Studies, Modern Fiction, Contemporary Fiction, Film Studies, Performance,
Theatre, Visual Art & Traditions, Philosophy, Canadian Studies
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Fiction
Provider’s Son
Lee Stringer l Creative Book Publishing
Levi Conley has spent his life making a hard living off the water. Fishing defines who he is. But after being
betrayed by his business partners, who are also his brothers, he flees out west for the “big bucks” promised
by work as an apprentice welder. The work is well-paid, as promised, but it is also hazardous.
And there is the unexpected collaboration with Jon Smith, a young native and contemporary artist; Levi
respects his craftsmanship but balks at his politics. A new career in a new place with a new view of
Canadian society—Levi must navigate these obstacles and more in charting his new life.
Lee Stringer grew up in the outport village of Little Hearts Ease, in Newfoundland’s Trinity Bay. Stringer
is a welder who has worked on different large scale projects from the Alberta oil sands to Labrador Iron Ore
sites, and like thousands of other Newfoundlanders, commuted by plane for multiple week shift work. The
vast majority of this novel was written in the late evenings in the work camps of these giant construction
sites.
Key Words: Regional Identity–Atlantic/Alberta, Family, Camp Life

ISBN-13: 9781771030182
paperback / 250 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
October 2013

Rupert’s Land
Meredith Quartermain l NeWest Press
At the height of the Great Depression, Cora Wagoner daydreams about abandoning small-town society
to study science and math, or join one of the Indian tribes she’s read so much about. Hunter George also
dreams of getting away, escaping the looming threat of Indian Agent restrictions and residential schools.
When Cora and Hunter find each other, they will journey through a landscape of nuisance grounds,
shantytowns and societal refuse, a land that is simultaneously moving beyond history and drowning in its
excess.
History and the ghosts of the past have been defining currents in all of Quartermain’s work, especially her
award-winning poetry collections Vancouver Walking, Nightmarker, and Recipes From the Red Planet. She is
co-founder of Nomados, a small literary press in Vancouver.
Key Words: Postcolonial, Feminist, Gender Constructs, Women’s Literary Traditions, Multiculturalism,
Indigenous Identities (North American), Great Depression, Canadian History

ISBN-13: 9781927063361
paperback / 304 pp
6 x 9 / $20.95
September 2013

Thunder Road
Chadwick Ginther l Turnstone Press
Winner of the 2014 Michael Van Rooy Award for Genre Fiction
In a flash, Ted Callan’s world exploded and amid the flames he saw the incomprehensible, the burning figure of the fire giant Surtur. Before long, Ted learns that the creatures of Norse folklore walk among us and
his fate is forever tied to them. Ted wants nothing more than to have his old life back. No more magic. No
more smart-ass gods. To get it, Ted is willing to fight his way through any creature of legend. The problem
is, if he succeeds, it might just be the end of the world.
Chadwick Ginther is a regular contributor to Quill & Quire and the Winnipeg Review, and his short fiction has appeared in On Spec Magazine. His first two books of the Thunder Road Trilogy, an urban fantasy
series, were both nominated for the Prix Aurora Award for best novel.
Key Words: Urban Fantasy, Norse Mythology, Speculative Fiction, Regional Identity–Winnipeg
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ISBN-13: 9780888014009
paperback / 394 pp
5 x 7.5 / $16.00
September 2012
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Fiction
NEW

The Witchdoctor’s Bones
Lisa de Nikolits l Inanna Publications
A group of tourists gather in Namibia. Some have come to holiday, others to murder. Canadian Kate
ditches her two-timing boyfriend and heads to Africa on a whim, hoping for adventure, encountering the
unexpected and proving an intrepid adversary to mayhem. The tour is led by Jono, a Zimbabwean historian
and philosopher, and the travellers follow him from Cape Town into the Namib desert, learning ancient secrets of the Bushmen, the power of witchcraft and superstition, and even the origins of Nazi evil. A ragged
bunch, each member of the group faces their own challenges as Africa pits against first-world greed, murderous intent, and thwarted desire. The battle between goaded vanity and frustrated appetite culminates in
a surprising conclusion with shocking twists. Unpredictable, flawed, fun-loving, courageous, bizarre, weak,
kind-hearted and loathsome, the individuals in this novel exist beyond the page and into real life.

ISBN-13: 9781771331265
paperback / 388 pp
5.5 x 8.25 / $22.95
April 2014

Lisa de Nikolits’ first novel, The Hungry Mirror, was published by Inanna Publications in 2010 and was
awarded the IPPY Gold Medal in 2011, as well as longlisted for the 2011 ReLit Awards. Her second novel,
West of Wawa, was published by Inanna in 2011, was one of four Chatelaine Bookclub Editor’s Picks, and
was awarded the IPPY Silver Medal in 2012. Her third novel, A Glittering Chaos, was released in spring
2013 to literary and reader acclaim. Lisa lives and works in Toronto.
Key Words: Literary Studies, Feminist, Africa, Witchcraft, Namibia
The Wittenbergs		
Sarah Klassen l Turnstone Press
Nominated for the 2014 Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award & the Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction
Things are not well with the Wittenbergs. Alice has given birth to her second child with a genetic disorder.
Millicent has withdrawn into a depression. Joseph must choose between being principal of George Sutton
Collegiate and the new English teacher who’s caught his eye. And Mia finds herself at the mercy of an
unsympathetic teacher while her attractive athletic neighbour ignores her. Only the oldest Wittenberg, the
matriarch who holds the key to the family’s Mennonite past, can lead her family along the banks of the
Dnieper and toward a better tomorrow.

ISBN-13: 9780888014467
paperback / 408 pp
8.5 x 5.5 / $21.00
September 2013

An accomplished poet and fiction writer, Sarah Klassen has won the Gerald Lampert Memorial Award,
the High Plains Award for Fiction, the Canadian Authors Association Award for Poetry, and the National
Magazine Gold Award for Poetry. She lives in Winnipeg.
Key Words: Regional Identity–Winnipeg, Mennonite Studies, Literary Studies, Family Saga

A Year at River Mountain		
Michael Kenyon l Thistledown Press
Part intellectual mystery and part spiritual adventure, A Year At River Mountain tells the story of an aging
actor from Vancouver who has immersed himself in monastic life in China and is now examining his
past as an actor, husband, and father. As his Western consciousness grapples with Taoist philosophies
and acupressure techniques, he assesses his life and records the struggles of transformation that
accompany such thinking.
Michael Kenyon was born in England and has lived for over forty years on Canada’s West Coast. He
presently divides his time between Pender Island and Vancouver. He is the author of nine books, and,
in fall 2014, will be releasing a short fiction collection entitled Parallel Rivers with Thistledown Press.
Key Words: Spirituality, Literary Studies, Philosophy, China, Taoism
ISBN-13: 9781927068045
paperback / 271 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
October 2012
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Fiction – Short Stories
Fauji Banta Singh and other stories		
Sadhu Binning l TSAR Publications

NEW

Riveting stories from the heart of the Vancouver Sikh experience. Set among people who emigrated in the
late twentieth century, facing racial animosity and economic insecurity, and moving forward as their lives
became more settled, Fauji Banta Singh gives us rare glimpses into the private lives of the Sikh community—the successes and failures, the growing and painful irrelevance of the old, changing values and the
conditions of the women, the place of religion and tradition, and the ever-present echoes of distant Indian
politics and national extremism. Unique and powerful, brutally honest yet compassionate, these stories
present us with characters that are empathetic and vividly real.
Sadhu Binning was born in India and immigrated to Canada in 1967. He has published more than
fifteen books including one novel, two short story, and four poetry collections. A retired UBC language
instructor, Sadhu lives in Burnaby, British Columbia.
Key Words: Postcolonial, Punjabi Identity, Multiculturalism, Regional Identity–Vancouver, Sikh,
Immigrant Experience

How Does A Single Blade of Grass Thank the Sun?		
Doretta Lau l Nightwood Editions

ISBN-13: 9781927494257
paperback / 128 pp
5.75 x 8.75 / $20.95
April 2014

NEW

The title story, “How Does a Single Blade of Grass Thank the Sun?”, nominated for the 2013 Journey Prize
Building on the success of the Journey Prize-shortlisted title story, the stories of How Does a Single Blade
of Grass Thank the Sun? present an updated and whimsical new take on what it means to be Canadian. Lau
alludes to the personal and political histories of a number of young Asian Canadian characters to explain
their unique perspectives of the world, artfully fusing pure delusion and abstract perception with heartbreaking reality.
Doretta Lau is a journalist who covers arts and culture for Artforum, South China Morning Post, The Wall
Street Journal Asia, and Bazaar Art Hong Kong. Her fiction and poetry have appeared in Event, Grain, Prairie Fire, Prism International, RicePaper, SubTerrain, and Zen Monster.
Key Words: Asian Identities, Multiculturalism, Canadian National Identity

ISBN-13: 9780889712935
paperback / 160 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
April 2014

Love at Last Sight
Thea Bowering l NeWest Press
Nominated for the 2014 Alberta Book Publishing Awards’ Trade Fiction Book of the Year
In the neon-slick streets of Thea Bowering’s imagination, monster girls and femme flâneurs roam at will,
anthropologist’s eyes on barroom denizens, disguising themselves in men’s clothing and embarking on
doomed love affairs. Old World meets New World as the urban cafés and piazzas of Europe’s capitals intermingle with the dust and desolation of the 21st-century West. Strikingly modern while also filled with fin
de siècle regret, Love at Last Sight is shot through with literary allusion and timeless themes given new life.
Thea Bowering has been published in The Capilano Review, Matrix, Dandelion, Vancouver Sun, and
Scandinavian Canadian Studies. A native of Vancouver and a former resident of Denmark, she now
makes her home in Edmonton.
Key Words: Feminist, Gender Constructs, Urbanization, Women’s Literary Traditions, Urban &
Inner-city Studies
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ISBN-13: 9781927063347
paperback / 280 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $17.95
September 2013
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Fiction – Short Stories
Strays
Ed Kavanagh l Creative Book Publishing
Finalist for the 2014 Newfoundland and Labrador Book Awards
Strays, Ed Kavanagh’s first work of fiction since the award-winning novel The Confessions of Nipper Mooney,
features ten memorable stories that explore the lives of those who somehow find themselves adrift. In “The
Strayaway Child” a ninety-year-old woman recalls her girlhood during the Great Depression when she was
a “sad, silent little nobody”; in “The Red Merc” a boy learns deep truths about his often absent father; and
in “The Wind” a Newfoundlander in a big Canadian city struggles with issues of identity. Affecting, finely
crafted, and often humorous, Strays speaks, ultimately, to our desire to belong.
Ed Kavanagh grew up in Kilbride, Newfoundland and Labrador. He received an Honours BA in English
and a BEd from Memorial University of Newfoundland, a BA in Music from Carleton University, and an
MA in English and Creative Writing from the University of New Brunswick. He has worked as a writer,
actor, musician, theatre director, university lecturer, and editor. He is a past-president of the Writer’s
Alliance of Newfoundland and Labrador.
Key Words: Regional Identity–Newfoundland & Atlantic Canada, Great Depression, Family

NEW

Sweet Affliction
Anna Leventhal l Invisible Publishing
A pregnancy test is taken at a wedding, a bad diagnosis leads a patient to a surprising outlook, and a civic
holiday becomes a dystopian nightmare. By turns caustic, tender, and creepily hilarious, Sweet Affliction
reveals the frailties, perversions, and resilience of Anna Leventhal’s cast of city-dwellers. Shiftless youths,
a compulsive collector of cigarette butts, and a dying pet rat populate fifteen sharply-observed and darkly
funny stories that suck at the marrow of modern life.
Anna Leventhal is a Journey Prize-nominated author living and writing in Montreal. Her work has been
published in Geist, Matrix, Maisonneuve, and Montreal Review of Books. She was contributing editor for the
collection The Art of Trespassing (Invisible Publishing). Sweet Affliction is her first book.
Key Words: Feminist, Youth Culture, Urbanization, Gender Constructs, Literary Studies

ISBN-13: 9781926743431
paperback / 200 pp
5 x 8 / $19.95
April 2014

NEW

The Uncertainty Principle
rob mclennan l Chaudiere Books
In his first collection of short stories, rob mclennan’s The Uncertainty Principle uses not a single wasted
word to explore history, contemporary culture, human relationships, and the ways in which we live. His
microfictions highlight our most important moments and big stories told in the tiniest of spaces. Small
novels and even smaller stories are all written in dense, packed prose. Carve, slowly. Carve further, even
slower. Pause. Listen.
The author of more than twenty trade books of poetry, fiction and non-fiction, rob mclennan won the
John Newlove Poetry Award in 2010 and was longlisted for the CBC Poetry Prize in 2012. His most recent
titles include notes and dispatches: essays (Insomniac Press, 2014), the poetry collection Songs for little sleep
(Obvious Epiphanies, 2012), and a second novel, missing persons (Mercury Press, 2009).

ISBN-13: 9780978342883
paperback / 100 pp
4.25 x 6 / $15.00
May 2014
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Key Words: Literary Studies, Micro Fiction
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Fiction – Short Stories
The Western Home: Stories for Home on the Range
Catherine Cooper l Pedlar Press

NEW

The folk song “Home on the Range” is the protagonist of The Western Home, and the supporting characters are the people who helped shape the song’s destiny by writing, rewriting, singing, recording, claiming,
and disowning it. Beginning with the lonely, alcoholic pioneer, Brewster Higley, who wrote the poem, and
concluding with a disaffected teenager who works in a rural Kansas tourist kiosk near the original site of
the poem’s composition, this collection explores themes of collective memory, collective forgetting and the
loss that is implied in both.
Canadian author Catherine Cooper’s fiction was published most recently in Brick magazine, her nonfiction in Guernica magazine. Her first novel, White Elephant, is forthcoming. She lives in Prague, Czech
Republic.
Key Words: Literary Studies, Urbanization, Americana, History, “Home on the Range”

ISBN-13: 9781897141601
paperback / 192 pp
5.5 x 8 / $22.00
March 2014

Drama
Jake’s Gift
Julia Mackey l J.G. Shillingford
While revisiting the shores of Juno Beach, Jake, a Canadian World War II veteran, encounters a precocious
ten year-old from the local village. Isabelle’s inquisitive nature challenges the old soldier to confront some
long-ignored ghosts—most notably, the wartime death of his eldest brother. By revealing the very personal
story behind one soldier’s grave, Jake’s Gift takes us to the heart of remembrance.
Julia Mackey was born in Birmingham, England. She grew up in Beaconsfield, Quebec. After graduating with a BEd from McGill University, Julia moved to Victoria, BC, to pursue a more creative life. It was
there she met and trained with artist Robert Osborne, who introduced her to the world of theatre. Soon
after, she started writing and performing with the acclaimed treatre troupe Theatre SKAM. In 2007, Julia
and her partner and director, Dirk Van Stralen, created Juno Productions. To date, they have toured Jake’s
Gift to over 185 communities across Canada. When not on the road, Julia splits her time between
Vancouver and Wells, BC.
Key Words: Drama–Play, WWII, France, Canadian History, War, Grief

ISBN-13: 9781897289983
paperback / 52 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $14.95
October 2013

Luba, Simply Luba
Diane Flacks with Luba Goy & Andrey Tarasiuk l J.G. Shillingford
Winner of the 2014 Kobzar Literary Award
Luba Goy, an original member of Canada’s popular comedy troupe, Royal Canadian Air Farce, is one of
this country’s most beloved comedic actors. In Luba, Simply Luba, we are invited into her colourful and
astonishing life. From her Ukrainian childhood to high honours at Rideau Hall, Luba Goy’s journey has
been filled with both comedy and tragedy. This one-woman show features glimpses of Luba at various ages
along with forty-plus other characters—including her family and friends, Canadian prime ministers and
other famous personalities, and even a few animals.
Diane Flacks is a writer/performer in theatre, radio, and television. She has been lauded for her four critically acclaimed solo shows that she wrote and performed in beginning with Myth Me, By a Thread, Random
Acts, and Bear With Me and her Floyd S. Chalmers Play Award nominated collaborations with Richard
Greenblatt: Sibs and Care, produced at the Tarragon Theatre.
Key Words: Drama–Play, Ukranian Identity, Family, Comedy, Royal Canadian Air Farce
Literary Press Group / Congress 2014

ISBN-13: 9781897289976
paperback / 60 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $15.95
October 2013
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Drama – Anthologies
The Breakwater Book of Contemporary Newfoundland Plays, Volume I
Edited by Denyse Lynde l Breakwater Books
This collection of plays from Newfoundland playwrights, both established and emerging, is the first in a
series of three anthologies. Volume 1 includes the following selection of popular plays from around the
province: Robert Chafe’s “Isle of Demons,” recounting an affair and brutal punishment in 1542 New
France; award-winning playwright Anne Chislett’s play “No Sweat” about the use of sweat shops; Amy
House’s play “Scratch and Pull,” as well as Berni Stapleton’s “The Double Axe Murders.”
Denyse Lynde is a professor at Memorial University in St. John’s, Newfoundland.
Key words: Drama–Play, Literary Studies, Regional identity–Newfoundland & Atlantic Canada,
Canadian National Identity
ISBN-13: 9781550813920
paperback / 314 pp
6 x 9 / $19.95
November 2012

Drama – Teaching Aids
Cues: Theatre Projects from Classroom to Stage
Talia Pura l J.G. Shillingford
Cues: Theatre Projects from Classroom to Stage is the perfect guide for directing a play, creating a work of
devised theatre or coaching actors.
Talia Pura teaches drama and theatre production at the University of Winnipeg. Previously, she spent
many years in the public school system as a drama and dance teacher. She also coordinates a Youth
Mentorship in the Arts Program for the Arts and Cultural Industries Association of Manitoba (ACI).
Key Words: Teaching, Directing

ISBN-13: 9781897289938
paperback / 280 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $24.95
September 2013

Stages: Creative Ideas for Teaching Drama, Revised 2nd Edition
Talia Pura l J.G. Shillingford
Stages is packed with drama exercises and ideas that work, tested on the harshest of critics—high school
students. Laid out in a clear, concise manner, they are categorized according to their purpose.
Talia Pura teaches drama and theatre production at the University of Winnipeg. Previously, she spent
many years in the public school system as a drama and dance teacher. She also coordinates a Youth Mentorship in the Arts Program for the Arts and Cultural Industries Association of Manitoba (ACI).
Key Words: Teaching, Drama Excercises

ISBN-13: 9781897289921
paperback / 262 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $24.95
September 2013
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Drama – Theatre History
Opening Act: Canadian Theatre History, 1945–1953
Susan McNicoll l Ronsdale Press
Drawing on personal interviews with actors and directors of the period, McNicoll explores such companies
as Everyman in Vancouver, New Play Society in Toronto, Théâtre Nouveau Monde in Montreal, and many
others—revealing what made Stratford possible in 1953.
With 50 b&w photos.
Susan McNicoll was born in Montreal. Her lifelong love of words and history has been the focus of her
writing career, which she began by reporting for the Ottawa Journal. Her published books include British
Columbia Murders and Ontario Murders. She has devoted ten years to completing her history of theatre.
Key words: Canadian Theatre History, Canadian National Identity, Narrative & Biography,
Christopher Plummer, Joy Coghill, Interviews

ISBN-13: 9781553801139
paperback / 328 pp
7.5 x 10 / $24.95
May 2012

Memoir & Biography
aka bpNichol: a Preliminary Biography
Frank Davey l ECW Press
aka bpNichol is the biography of major Canadian poet bpNichol. Though he died at the young age
of 44, Barrie Nichol was internationally influential as a visual poet and sound poet, authoring (among
other works) The Martyrology, one of the most substantial long poems of the twentieth century. Davey
examines how the autobiographical inquiries and Freudian dream analyses linked with the young Nichol’s
biographical self-awareness, ultimately producing a writer whose main psychoanalytic client had become
his own writing, and who could explore its slips, accidental puns, “unintended” meanings, and implications
for the future.
Frank Davey is a widely published author and literary critic. He has taught at York University and the
University of Western Ontario, where he held the Carl F. Klinck Professorship in Canadian Literature. He
is most recently the author of When Tish Happens: The Unlikely Story of Canada’s “Most Influential Literary
Magazine.”
Key words: Canadian Literary History, Narrative & Biography, Canadian Poetry, Concrete Poetry, VisPo,
“Borderblur,” Textuality, Reading & Writing

ISBN-13: 9781770410190
paperback / 360 pp
6 x 9 / $22.95
October 2012

Bitter Medicine: A Graphic Memoir of Mental Illness
Clem Martini & Olivier Martini l Freehand Books
For the past 30 years the Martini family has struggled to comprehend and cope with a devastating illness,
frustrated by a health care system lacking in resources and empathy, the imperfect science of medication,
and the strain of mental illness on familial relationships. Throughout it all, Olivier Martini, an accomplished artist, drew. In Bitter Medicine, Olivier’s poignant graphic narrative runs alongside and communicates with a written account by his younger brother, award-winning author and playwright, Clem Martini.
The result is a layered family memoir that faces head-on the stigma attached to mental illness. Shot through
with wry humour and unapologetic in its politics, Bitter Medicine is the story of the Martini family, a polemical and poetic portrait of illness, and a vital and timely call for action.

ISBN-13: 9781551119281
paperback / 264 pp
10 x 6 / $23.95
March 2010

Clem Martini is an award-winning playwright, screenwriter and novelist; he is chair of the department of
drama at the University of Calgary.
Olivier Martini is a former student of the Alberta College of Arts. His sketches, paintings, and prints
have been displayed at the Marion McGrath Gallery, published in Alberta Views magazine, and were included as part of the Canadian Mental Health’s Copernicus Project.
Key words: Graphic Non-Fiction, Graphic Memoir, Mental Health, Canadian Health Care System
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Memoir & Biography
Butter Cream: A Year in a Montreal Pastry School
Denise Roig l Signature Editions
When 56-year-old fiction writer Denise Roig set out to attend professional pastry chef school for a year—
a lark, she thought—she had no idea what it would cost and what it would give back. Butter Cream tells
the story of eleven months of whipping, spreading, and creaming in the pursuit of perfection. It’s about
learning and tasting, dramas and fights, friendship and competition, fallen cakes and rising doughs. And
sometimes, unexpectedly, it’s about the sheer joy of baking, including trips back to Roig’s mother’s and
grandmother’s kitchens and to her own complicated relationship with all things sweet.
Denise Roig has published two collections of short stories, A Quiet Night and A Perfect End, and a novel,
Any Day Now (shortlisted for the QWF prize for fiction). She has worked as a freelance writer for decades.
Denise has recently returned to Canada from Abu Dhabi.
ISBN-13: 9781897109304
paperback / 176 pp
8 x 5.25/ $18.95
October 2008

Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Food / Food Writing, Montreal

A Crowbar in the Buddhist Garden
Stephen Reid l Thistledown Press
Winner of the 2013 City of Victoria Butler Book Prize
Each of the essays in this collection is a recognition of how Reid’s imprisonment has shaped his life. Some
describe his fractured boyhood and the escalation in crimes that led to his imprisonment, others detail the
seductive rush and notoriety of the criminal life. There are the regrets too of how his choices have impacted the lives of his daughters, wife, and family. But in each essay the refrain is “prison life”, whether it is
measuring the integrity of the books in the prison library, the violence and primal intimidation inherent in
all-male communities, or the torment and solace of solitary confinement.

ISBN-13: 9781927068038
paperback / 135 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.95
October 2013

Stephen Reid began writing while serving a 21-year prison sentence for his role as a member of the
“Stopwatch Gang.” He has taught creative writing, worked as a youth counselor, and served on boards
such as the John Howard Society, Prison Arts Foundation, and PEN Canada. Reid is married to writer
Susan Musgrave.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Personal Identity, Prison Life, Criminal Justice

The Deaf House
Joanne Weber l Thistledown Press
Nominated for the 2014 City of Regina Book Award & the University of Saskatchewan Non-Fiction Book of the
Year Award
The Deaf House is Joanne Weber’s life story. It highlights the work and passions of a woman who grew up
deaf and became an advocate for the deaf. It is a story of pain, loss, and defeat balanced with joy, gain,
and victory. It is the true story of a deaf woman as much as it is the fable of a heroic quest where a woman
overcomes the most profound obstacles to find herself.

ISBN-13: 9781927068489
paperback / 328 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.95
October 2013
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Joanne Weber has obtained degrees in English, Library Science, and Education, and undertook
graduate work at Gallaudet University in Washington D.C. She now teaches in the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing Program at Thom Collegiate. Joanne lives with her husband and two teenage daughters
in Regina, Saskatchewan.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Personal Identity, Deaf Community & Identity
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Memoir & Biography
Double Pregnant: Two Lesbians Make a Family
Natalie Meisner l Roseway Publishing

NEW

Double Pregnant is author Natalie Meisner’s light-hearted, poignant, and informative true story about
starting a family with her wife Viviën. Because Viviën is a woman of colour who was adopted into a white
family, the couple wants their children to have a connection to their donor and decide against taking the
anonymous, sperm clinic route. Taking matters into their own hands leads the couple to a series of oftenhilarious “dates” with potential donors, all of whom have wildly different opinions on how the donation
process should go, and how Natalie and Viviën should proceed as a new family.
Natalie Meisner is an associate professor in the department of English at Mount Royal University where
she teaches creative writing and drama.
Key Words: Queer/LGBTI, Family
ISBN-13: 9781552666012
paperback / 224 pp
6 x 9 / $20.95
May 2014

The Franz Boas Enigma: Inuit, Arctic, Sciences
Ludger Müller-Wille l Baraka Books

NEW

How did Franz Boas become the central founder of anthropology and a driving force promoting science in
public life in North America? To answer this question, linguistic and cultural barriers must be overcome to
grasp the importance of Boas’s personal background and academic achievements as a German Jew. MüllerWille asserts that the key is in his publications in German on Inuit and the Arctic as related to environmental, geographical, and ethnological questions. These writings have remained largely unknown and
neglected in the English-speaking world, yet they represent his emerging scientific interpretations of Inuit
culture and the Arctic. They also provide insight into the crucial period of Inuit history 130 years ago at a
time of European and North American colonial expansion into their homeland.
Ludger Müller-Wille is a Montreal anthropologist and geographer who taught at McGill University for
thirty years. Author and editor of books and articles on Franz Boas, he has conducted extensive research in
the Arctic and Subarctic among Sámi and Finns in Finland and Inuit, Dene, and Naskapi in Canada.
Key Words: Anthropology, Indigenous Identities, Indigenous Research Methods, Arctic Studies,
Franz Boas

ISBN-13: 9781771860017
paperback / 188 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / 24.95
April 2014

Gunmetal Blue: A Memoir
Shane Neilson l Palimpsest Press
Gunmetal Blue is an investigation of how to be in the world—how to be a doctor, how to be a poet, and
how to be both. Tempered with memoir and populated with poetic case studies, Neilson learns about
himself as his patients reveal their frailties. Medicine might be considered the more productive activity by
society, but Neilson found poetry in every office visit. Taught to research clinical questions, he took this
scientific practice and made it a literary one: how can a doctor better know his patients, and how does this
translate into self-knowledge? Poetry and medicine are topics intertwined since the time of the Greeks and,
in this case, the connection between the two literally becomes his lifeline.
Shane Neilson is a physician who practices family medicine in Erin, Ontario. He has published Mensicus,
a book of poems, with Biblioasis and Call Me Doctor, a collection of essays, with The Porcupine’s Quill. He
has been anthologized in Braid and Shreve’s In Fine Form and Carmine Starnino’s The New Canon.
Key Words: Poetry, Medicine
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ISBN-13: 9781926794020
paperback / 198 pp
6 x 9 / $19.50
May 2011
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Memoir & Biography
Moving Mountains in India, Drinking Tea in Tbilisi
Yun-Chong Pan l Bayeux Arts
Pan’s memoir, Moving Mountains in India, Drinking Tea in Tbilisi, recounts friendship, development, and
change throughout Asia and Eastern Europe over the last forty years.
Yun-Chong Pan was born in Taiwan under Japanese occupation in 1935. He emigrated to Toronto, Canada
in 1962 and enrolled at the University of Toronto. After working as an economist, Pan embarked on a
career with the government and the Canadian International Development Agency.
Key Words: Globalization

ISBN-13: 9781897411230
hard cover / 176 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $24.95
October 2010

No One To Tell: Breaking My Silence on Life in the RCMP
Janet Merlo, introduction by Linden MacIntyre l Breakwater Books
A stunning personal account of Janet Merlo’s twenty years of service in the RCMP, with an introduction by
Linden MacIntyre.
In 2012, Janet Merlo was among the first female RCMP officers to publicly allege she had experienced
sexual harassment and gender discrimination while serving in Canada’s national police force. The women
kept silent for so long, she says, because there was no one to tell. In this courageous memoir, Janet recalls
how her love of policing was soured by covert and overt sexism within the ranks and by an institutional
culture that valued toughness and silence over ethics and accountability.
Book includes 4 page colour photo insert.
ISBN-13: 9781552666012
paperback / 224 pp
6 x 9 / $20.95
May 2014

Janet Merlo is a retired member of the RCMP. Originally from Harbour Grace, Merlo now lives with
her two daughters in St. John’s, Newfoundland. She is the representative plaintiff in a proposed class-action
lawsuit against the RCMP.
Key Words: Feminist, Gender Constructs, Narrative & Biography, Political Studies, Criminal Justice, 		
RCMP
Off the Books: A Jazz Life
Peter Leich l Vehicule Press
Many jazz lives have unfolded as marginal existences, as jazz guitarist Peter Leitch attests in this honest
memoir. Off the Books is the story of a life lived in search of excellence in music and art, but also a life lived
battling depression and alienation, and overcoming narcotics addiction. Leitch vividly relates a life lived
trying to eke out a living in jazz clubs, nightclubs, and studios in Montreal, Toronto, and New York. He
tells of growing up as an Anglophone in Montreal’s working class and predominantly French-speaking East
End refinery district, discovering jazz on CBC radio and learning to play it-outside of the academy.
Peter Leitch has played with many musicians in his long career such as Oscar Peterson, Jaki Byard, Renee
Rosnes, Jeri Brown, and Sadik Hakim. He lived and played in Montreal during his early years, Toronto in
the 1970s and in New York since 1982, which comprises the largest section of the book, chronicling the
inner workings of the jazz “business.”

ISBN-13:9781550653489
paperback / 188 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $20.00
July 2013
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Key Words: Music, Jazz, Art, Memoir, Addiction, Narrative & Biography, Depression, Music Business
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Memoir & Biography
One Hour in Paris: A True Story of Rape and Recovery
Karyn L. Freedman l Freehand Books

NEW

In this powerful memoir, philosopher Karyn L. Freedman travels back to a Paris night in 1990 when she
was twenty-two and, in one violent hour, her life was changed forever. One Hour in Paris takes the reader
on a harrowing yet inspirational journey through suffering and recovery both personal and global: from an
apartment in Paris to a French courtroom, from a trauma center in Toronto to a rape clinic in Africa. At a
time when one in three women worldwide have been victims of sexual assault, Freedman’s book is a moving, essential look at how survivors cope and persevere.
Karyn L. Freedman lives in Toronto. She is an associate professor of philosophy at the University of
Guelph. One Hour in Paris is her first book.
Key Words: Feminist, Narrative & Biography, Philosophy, Trauma Studies, Women’s & Gender Studies
ISBN-13: 9781554811953
paperback / 208 pp
5 x 8 / $21.95
April 2014

Out of Grief, Singing		
Charlene Diehl l Signature Editions
Out of Grief, Singing is an achingly beautiful account of how a woman comes to terms with the loss
of her newborn. After a bewildering series of rapid diagnoses and emergency interventions, Charlene’s
daughter Chloe is born. But her too-brief life is spent in the neonatal intensive care unit, and her mother,
leveled by an epidural anaesthetic procedure gone wrong, can barely make it to her daughter’s side. In the
months following Chloe’s death, more medical crises make it nearly impossible to even begin the grieving
process, let alone return to a normal life. But return she does, along an arduous but rich path.
Charlene Diehl is a writer, editor, performer, and director of THIN AIR, the Winnipeg International
Writers Festival. She has published essays, poetry, non-fiction, reviews, and interviews in journals across
Canada, including a scholarly book on Fred Wah; a collection of poetry, lamentations; and two chapbooks, mm and The Lover’s Handbook.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Grief, Motherhood, Women’s Studies

ISBN-13: 9781897109441
paperback / 176 pp
5.25 x 8 / $18.95
October 2010

Portrait of a Scandal: The Abortion Trial of Robert Notman
Elaine Kalman Naves l Vehicule Press
In the winter of 1868 a name Montreal society associated with art, good breeding, and culture became
fodder for scandal mongers. The Notman name, synonymous with fine photography, was suddenly making
headlines featuring the words “abortion” and “suicide.”
William Notman, owned the largest photography business in North America. His subjects ranged from
royalty, Governors General, and the Fathers of Confederation to Sitting Bull and Harriet Beecher Stowe.
By contrast, Robert, his younger brother, was drawn into a drama which shook up Montreal’s polite
society. The subsequent trial of Robert Notman became cause-célèbre in the newly minted Dominion
of Canada in 1868.
Award-winning writer and journalist Elaine Kalman Naves is the author of six books, among them the
critically acclaimed memoirs Journey to Vaja and Shoshanna’s Story. She reviews regularly for the Montreal
Gazette and is a frequent contributor to CBC Radio’s Ideas.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Canadian History, Montreal, Photography, Crime
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ISBN-13: 9781550653571
paperback / 180 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $20.00
December 2013
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Memoir & Biography
Tangles: A Story about Alzheimer’s, My Mother, and Me
Sarah Leavitt l Freehand Books
What do you do when your outspoken, passionate, and quick-witted mother starts fading into a forgetful,
fearful woman? In this powerful graphic memoir, Sarah Leavitt reveals how Alzheimer’s disease transformed
her mother Midge—and her family—forever. In spare black and white drawings and candid prose, Sarah
shares her family’s journey through a harrowing range of emotions—shock, denial, hope, anger, frustration. Tangles provides a window on the complexity of Alzheimer’s disease, and gradually opens a knot of
moments, memories, and dreams to reveal a bond between a mother and a daughter that will never come
apart.
ISBN-13: 9781551111179
paperback / 120 pp
9 x 10 / $23.95
September 2010

Sarah Leavitt’s first book, Tangles: A Story about Alzheimer’s, My Mother, and Me, has been published in
Canada, the US, UK, and Germany, and is forthcoming in France. Her prose and comics have appeared in
anthologies, magazines and newspapers in Canada, the US and the UK.
Key words: Graphic Memoir, Mental Health, Canadian Health Care System, Gerontology, Aging,
Queer/LGBTI Identity, Narrative & Biography, Alzhemier’s

Travels by Night
George Fetherling l Quattro Books
20th anniversary reissue of George Fetherling’s best selling memoir
Travels by Night, long a national bestseller, is George Fetherling’s account of surmounting every obstacle
as a despised minority to become to become a fixture in Canadian culture. A book with a broad cast of
characters ranging from Margaret Atwood to John Lennon to Marshall McLuhan—and dozens more.
George Fetherling lives in Vancouver, near the Sylvia Hotel, after having been based in Toronto—which
he still visits frequently—for many years. He has been publishing poetry since the mid 1960s. He is also a
novelist, memoirist, cultural commentator and visual artist.

ISBN-13: 9781927443644
paperback / 204 pp
6 x 9 / $20.00
April 2014

Key Words: Regional Identity–Toronto, Literary Studies, Publishing, Canadian Culture, Literary History
in Canada

When Tish Happens:
The Unlikely Story of Canada’s “Most Influential Literary Magazine”
Frank Davey l ECW Press
In the early 1960s, a group of students at UBC started a magazine called Tish. In many ways, Tish, and
its editors, became the clear break from older Canadian poets and styles. At the heart of the “movement”
was Frank Davey, who has written this definitive history. Davey has organized the material as a memoir,
starting from his own early days in Abbotsford, British Columbia, and gradually introducing the other
poets, including George Bowering, Daphne Marlatt, and Fred Wah. The Tish movement provided the
impetus to create a new, more contemporary Canadian poetry, and Frank Davey reveals how it started,
grew, and became a lasting force.
Frank Davey is a widely published author and literary critic. He has taught at York University and the
University of Western Ontario, where he held the Carl F. Klinck Professorship in Canadian Literature.
ISBN-13: 9781550229585
paperback / 342 pp
6 x 9 / $19.95
April 2011
34

Key words: Literary History in Canada, Countercultural Movements, Black Mountain Poets Movement,
Literary Magazines, Canadian Poetry, Media Studies, Memoir
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Literary Theory & Criticism
Africadian Atlantic: Essays on George Elliott Clarke
edited by Joseph Pivato l Guernica Editions
This collection features essays on Nova Scotia-born poet, playwright, and literary critic George Elliott
Clarke. Instrumental in promoting the writing of Canadians of African descent, Clarke’s work has won
many awards including the Governor General’s Award for Poetry, a National Magazine Gold Medal
Award for Poetry, the prestigious Trudeau Fellowship Prize, the Dartmouth Book Award for Fiction,
and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Achievement Award. He has had poetry and plays published in Chinese,
Romanian, and Italian. Contributors to this collection include Alexander MacLeod, Susan Knutson,
H. Nigel Thomas, Maureen Moynagh, Diana Brydon, Wayde Compton, Lydia Wilkinson, Katherine
Larson, Amanda Montague, Jennifer Andrews, and Katherine McLeod.
Editor Joseph Pivato is professor of English and comparative literature at Athabasca University in
Edmonton. His books for Guernica include: Contrasts: Comparative Essays on Italian-Canadian Writing
(1985), Echo: Essays on Other Literatures (1994), The Anthology of Italian-Canadian Writing (1998), and
Pier Giorgio Di Cicco: Essays on His Works (2011).
Key words: Canadian Literary Criticism, Regional Identity–Atlantic Canada, Acadian,
African-Canadian Identities, Literary History, Anthology

ISBN-13: 9781550716276
paperback / 348 pp
5 x 8 / $25.00
October 2012

Austin Clarke: Essays on His Works
edited by Camille A. Isaacs l Guernica Editions
A collection of essays on one of Toronto’s best-known and loved writers-politicians-social commentators.
The essays on Austin Clarke’s writings will be paired with a full-length poem that displays both Austin’s
acerbic wit and tenderness.
Camille A. Isaacs is an assistant professor of English at OCAD University, specializing in postcolonial,
Caribbean, and diasporic literatures. Her SSHRC-funded doctorate examined identity construction in
Black Canadian literature. Her current research considers the Black diaspora in interwar Europe, and the
connections between the Gothic literary tradition and diasporic literature.
Key Words: Canadian Literary Criticism, Postcolonial, Diasporic, African-Canadian Identities,
Colonization & Deconolization, Literary Studies, Anthology
ISBN-13: 9781550717235
paperback / 408 pp
5 x 8 / $25.00
May 2013

Dany Laferriere: Essays on His Works
edited by Lee Skallerup Bessette l Guernica Editions
This collection of essays looks at the body of work of Quebec writer Dany Laferrière, including his
notorious first novel, Comment faire l’amour avec un Nègre sans se fatiguer, through a variety of critical
and analytic lenses. Issues such as identity, privilege, memory, exile, and return are examined in relation
to his writing.
Among the contributors are: Ng’ang’a wa Muchiri, Gabrielle Parker, Lucy Brisley, Lynn Penrod, Amy J.
Ransom, and Lee Skallerup Bessette.
Lee Skallerup Bessette is from Quebec and has a BA and a MA from the Univesité de Sherbrooke. Her
PhD in Comparative Literature are from the University of Alberta. She is an associate professor at Florida
A&M University. Previously for Guernica, she edited Anne Hebert: Essays on Her Works.
Key Words: Canadian Literary Criticism, Postcolonial, Diasporic, Caribbean-Canadian Identities,
Colonization & Decolonization, Literary Studies, Anthology
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ISBN-13: 9781550717419
paperback / 208 pp
5 x 8 / $20.00
October 2013
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Literary Theory & Criticism
The Heart Accepts It All: Selected Letters of John Glassco
Brian Busby l Vehicule Press
Decades after his death, John Glassco [1909-1981] remains Canada’s most enigmatic literary figure.
The Heart Accepts It All: Selected Letters of John Glassco draws back the curtain on this self-described ‘great
practitioner of deceit.’ We see the delight he took in revealing his many literary hoaxes to friends, and the
scorn he had for literary fashion. The letters reflect his convictions about literature, other writers, and his
own talent, while documenting struggles with publishers, pirates, and censors.
Brian Busby’s biography of John Glassco, A Gentleman of Pleasure, was published in 2011 by McGillQueen’s University Press. A Montrealer, he now lives in St. Marys, Ontario.		
Key Words: Letters, Canadian Literature, John Glassco, Literary History in Canada
ISBN-13: 9781550653403
paperback / 240 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $22.00
August 2013

Language Matters: Interviews with 22 Quebec Poets
edited by Carolyn Marie Souaid & Endre Farkas l Signature Editions
In this book, some of the best and most innovative English-language poets of Canada—rising stars and
award-winning authors—reflect on questions of politics and poetics unique to Quebec. Culled from
the Poetry Quebec website and expanded for this publication, those interviewed include Mark Abley,
Maxianne Berger, Stephanie Bolster, Jason Camlot, Brian Campbell, Moe Clark, Mary di Michele, Gabe
Foreman, Susan Gillis, Charlotte Hussey, kaie kellough, Catherine Kidd, Angela Leuck, Steve Luxton,
David McGimpsey, Erín Moure, Robyn Sarah, Richard Sommer, Gillian Sze, Mahamud Togane—all
contemplating the work they do against the backdrop of this interesting place and time.

ISBN-13: 9781927426197
paperback / 144 pp
8.5 x 5 / $18.95
September 2013

Carolyn Marie Souaid has been writing and publishing poetry for over 20 years. The author of six books
and the winner of the David McKeen Award for her first collection, Swimming into the Light, she has also
been shortlisted for the A.M. Klein Prize and the Pat Lowther Memorial Award. / Endre Farkas was born in
Hungary and is a child of Holocaust survivors. Farkas is the author of eleven books, including Quotidian
Fever: New and Selected Poems (1974-2007). Since the 1970s, he has collaborated with dancers, musicians
and actors to move the poem from page to stage.
Key Words: Regional Identity–Quebec, Canadian Poetry, Anthology

The Literary History of Saskatchewan		
David Carpenter l Coteau Books
A valuable addition to any bibliophile’s collection. The rich history of a province’s literature, in the essays
of well-known writers from across the Prairie and Canadian literary landscapes. Contributors include
Kristina Fagan, Jenny Kerber, Susan Gingell, Ken Mitchell, and Martin Winquist.
David Carpenter is the popular author of more than a dozen books including novels, short story
collections, essays, hunting memoirs, a fishing guide, and even a book of poetry. His books have won or
been shortlisted for many national and regional writing awards. His fiction and non-fiction has also been
published in most notable Canadian periodicals
Key words: Anthology, Regional Identity–Saskatchewan, Literary Studies
ISBN-13: 9781550505153
paperback / 288 pp
6 x 9 / $19.95
January 2013
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Literary Theory & Criticism
M.G. Vassanji: Essays on His Works
edited by Asma Sayed l Guernica Editions

NEW

A collection of essays on the works of multiple-award-winning Canadian author M.G. Vassanji, twice
winner of the Giller Prize.
Among the contributors: Annie Cottier, Jonathan Hart, Amin Malak, Nancy E. Batty, Jonathan Rollins,
Asma Sayed, M.G. Vassanji and Warris Vianni.
Asma Sayed has taught comparative literature, women’s studies, cultural studies and communication
studies, at a number of Canadian universities. In 2013 she co-organized an international conference
titled The Transnational Imaginaries of M.G. Vassanji at the School of Oriental and African Studies,
London, England.
Key Words: Canadian Literary Criticism, Postcolonial, Diasporic, South Asian Identities, Colonization &
Decolonization, Literary Studies, Anthology

ISBN-13: 9781550719963
paperback / 356 pp
4.25 x 7 / $20.00
March 2014

The Mystery Shopping Cart: Essays on Poetry and Culture
Anita Lahey l Palimpsest Press
A collection of essays, reviews, personal reflections, and interviews that offer a welcoming and insightful
tour of contemporary Canadian poetry, as well as cultural studies on topics ranging from clothespins to
eulogies to the experience of travelling in Poland while the country was in mourning for Pope John Paul II.
Lahey brings together here her thought-provoking Arc essays with appreciations and reviews of a who’s who
of Canadian women poets, including the exquisite formalist Diana Brebner, “miniaturist” M. Travis Lane,
grand dame P.K. Page, the long-neglected Dorothy Roberts, and Gwendolyn MacEwen, whose dramatic
life and death unfortunately persist in overshadowing the legacy of her work. She engages in probing discussions with eminent Canadian authors Stephanie Bolster, John Barton, Joan Thomas, and Alice Munro
Anita Lahey’s second collection of poems, Spinning Side Kick, was released by Vehicule Press in 2011. Her
first book, Out to Dry in Cape Breton (2006), was nominated for the Trillium Book Award for Poetry and
the Ottawa Book Award. She served as editor of Arc Poetry Magazine from 2004 to 2011, and is also a
journalist who has written on a wide range of topics for publications such as The Walrus, Cottage Life,
Maisonneuve, Toronto Life, Reader’s Digest, Canadian Geographic, and Quill & Quire.
Key Words: Women’s Literary Traditions, Feminist, Literary Studies, Canadian Poetry, Interviews,
Essays, Reviews

ISBN-13: 9780978491765
paperback / 104 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.00
November 2009

Population Me: Essays on David McGimpsey		
edited by Alessandro Porco l Palimpsest Press
Since the early 1990s, Montreal’s David McGimpsey has been producing his unique, pop-acculturated
poetry and fiction, indebted in equal parts to TV shows such as Hawaii Five-0 and Charlie’s Angels as well
as Shakespearean tragedy and the Miltonic elegy. Population Me gathers together, a collection of essays that
serve to highlight and explicate the scope and complexity of McGimpsey’s poetic practice. The collected
essays examine McGimpsey’s various positions on literary history, class, nationalism, humor, love, and
aesthetics, all of which are often mutually imbricated in McGimpsey’s work. The book concludes with an
entertaining and enlightening in-depth interview with McGimpsey, where he discusses everything from his
early experiences growing up in Montreal’s East-End to the prospect of sympathy in and through poetry.
Originally from Brampton, Ontario, Alessandro Porco is a doctoral student (ABD) at the State
University of New York at Buffalo. He writes an online hip-hop column, “In Extremis,” for Maisonneuve.
He is the author of two collections of poetry: Augustine in Carthage and Other Poems (2008) and The Jill
Kelly Poems (2005), both published by ECW Press.
Key Words: Canadian Literary Criticism, Literary Studies, Essays
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ISBN-13: 9781926794006
paperback / 157 pp
6 x 9 / $21.00
March 2010
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Essays & Ideas
NEW

The Bells of Memory: A Palestinian Boyhood in Jerusalem
Issa J. Boullata l Linda Leith Publishing
The distinguished Arabic scholar, author, and translator Issa J. Boullata grew up in a Palestinian family in
the Jerusalem of the 1930s and 1940s, when Palestine was under the British Mandate. The Bells of Memory
is delightful in its reflections on an idyllic youth and detailed in its recollections of family members,
classmates and teachers, remembered scents and foods, the pleasures of reading, and his early experience
of the working world. This is a love letter to a Jerusalem that was changed immeasurably by Al-Nakba, the
Palestinian Catastrophe of 1948 that dispossessed the Palestinians of their homeland and dislocated many
as refugees when Israel was established.

ISBN-13: 9781927535394
paperback / 96 pp
5 x 8 / $12.95
April 2014

Born in Jerusalem, Issa J. Boullata is a Palestinian writer, scholar, and translator who taught Arabic
studies at Hartford Seminary, Connecticut, before moving to Montreal, where he taught graduate courses
in Arabic literature, Modern Arab Thought, and Qur’anic Studies until recently at McGill University’s
Institute of Islamic Studies. The author of several books on Arabic literature and on the Qur’an, he is a
noted translator of Arabic literature and has twice won the Arkansas Arabic Translation Award. He is
contributing editor of Banipal magazine.
Key Words: Palestine, History, Narrative & Biography

Clerks of the Passage		
Abou Farman l Linda Leith Publishing
The roots of this book are real and full of characters and heroic stories of the sort one might expect from
migration tales, evoking border crossings, past and present. In Abou Farman’s hands the stories turn into a
larger meditation on movement, conveyed with humour and a subtle irony.
Abou Farman is an anthropologist, writer, and artist. He is a visiting assistant professor of anthropology at
Bard College, New York, and once worked for the United Nations (DPI).
Key words: Globalization, Movement, Migration, Escape, Philosophy, Surveillance, Blaise Pascal

ISBN-13: 9780987831743
paperback / 136 pp
5 x 8 / $16.95
September 2012

A Green Reef: The Impact of Climate Change
Stephen Henighan l Linda Leith Publishing
In spite of its disturbing implications, the impact of climate change on our physical environment can be
difficult for us to understand or imagine. Moving from a memoir of a journey through an abundant yet
fragile natural world to the daunting scientific evidence that climate change will lead to the degradation of
nature and upheaval within society, this essay offers a lucid personal approach to the pivotal dilemma of
our time. In a wide-ranging discussion that embraces science, history, art, language, and identity, A Green
Reef offers the reader an understanding of what climate change means for life on earth.
Nominated for the Governor General’s Literary Award for his essays, Stephen Henighan is the author of
ten books, including A Report on the Afterlife of Culture, and the novel The Streets of Winter. His journalism
has appeared in many publications, including The Walrus, The Times Literary Supplement, and Toronto Life.
ISBN-13: 9781927535271
paperback / 56 pp
5 x 8 / $12.95
October 2013
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Key Words: Environment, Climate Change
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Essays & Ideas
Practicing Feminist Mothering		
Fiona Joy Green l ARP Books
Practicing Feminist Mothering explores the realities of feminist mothering for both mothers and their
children. It scrutinizes the discourse of motherhood by examining the material spaces that feminist mothers
create to struggle with patriarchy. It is based on in-depth interviews of sixteen feminist mothers and their
adult children conducted from 1995 to 2007, which provide a rich understanding of the tensions within
feminism surrounding issues of mothering and the reproduction of feminism. It illuminates the complexities of generational dynamics by exploring how the children mothered by self-conscious feminists think
of feminism and mothering in their adult lives.
Fiona Green is the acting associate dean of arts at the University of Winnipeg, where she has been
teaching for two decades. She is author of Feminist Mothering in Theory and Practice, 1985–1995 and many
articles and book chapters on feminism and mothering. She also co-edited the book Maternal Pedagogies.
Key words: Feminist Gender Constructs, Queer & LGBTI Identities, Women’s Studies, Motherhood

ISBN-13: 9781894037549
paperback / 232 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $21.95
November 2011

Rock, Paper, Fire: The Best of Mountain and Wilderness Writing
edited by Marni Jackson & Tony Whittome l Banff Centre Press
The Canadian Rockies have always spoken to the adventurous spirit, drawing wilderness seekers and artists
from all over the world. Since 2005, The Banff Centre’s Mountain and Wilderness Writing Program has
brought together writers to explore in that same spirit. This anthology represents some of the best stories
to emerge from the Program—a range of risk-taking that includes a mad solo ascent of The Troll Wall in
Norway, a hair-raising Himalayan climb with the great Ueli Steck, a melancholy journey through Ireland’s
County Donegal, and a sailor’s soul-expanding voyage down the coast of the Baja.
Contributors include: Christian Beamish, Barry Blanchard, Ian Brown, Fitz Cahall, Maria Coffey, Niall
Fink, Charlotte Gill, Don Gillmor, Niall Grimes, Karsten Heuer, Katie Ives, Bruce Kirkby, Andy Kirkpatrick, Bernadette McDonald, Helen Mort, Jan Redford, Wayne Sawchuk, Erin Soros, Steve Swenson, Masa
Takei, Jon Turk, and Freddie Wilkinson.
Marni Jackson is an award-winning Toronto journalist, author, and editor.
Tony Whittome was the longtime editorial director of Random House UK and Hutchinson, and is a fiction, non-fiction, and poetry editor.

ISBN-13: 9781894773676
paperback / 304 pp
8.5 x 5.5 / $21.95
October 2013

Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Mountain & Wilderness Writing, Regional Identity–Western Canada
Tracks : Journeys in Time and Place
Genni Gunn l Signature Editions
Nominated for the 2014 Creative Non-fiction Collective Readers’ Choice Award
Tracks is a compilation of personal travel essays that range across three continents, from Italy, where Genni
Gunn was born and spent her early years, to Canada and Mexico, and through Asia, where she has travelled many times, both reconnecting with her sister and witnessing the emergence of new political realities
in Myanmar. While these are journeys into the new and unknown, they also trigger the inner journey to
the realm of memory. These pieces dig deep into personal territory, exploring the family ties of an unusually peripatetic family.
Genni Gunn is a writer, musician, and translator. Born in Trieste, Italy, she came to Canada when she was
eleven. She has published ten books in a variety of genres—including the Giller Prize-nominated Solitaria
—and has performed at hundreds of readings and writers’ festivals. She lives in Vancouver.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Travel Writing, Home, Family, Essays
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ISBN-13: 9781927535110
paperback / 130 pp
5 x 8 / $14.95
March 2013
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Canadian History & Culture
Canada’s Forgotten Slaves: Two Centuries of Bondage
Marcel Trudel, translated by George Tombs l Vehicule Press
Nominated for the 2013 Governor Generals Award for Translation
Canada’s Forgotten Slaves is a ground-breaking work by one of French Canada’s leading historians. This
book reveals that slavery was very much a part of everyday life in colonial Canada under the French regime
starting in 1629, and then under the British regime right up to its official abolition in 1834.
Marcel Trudel gives a human face to the Aboriginal and Black slaves bought, sold and exploited in colonial
Canada. He documents Canadian politicians, historians and ecclesiastics who deliberately falsified the
record, in order to remove any trace of the thousands of slaves held in bondage in Canada.
ISBN-13: 9781927535110
paperback / 130 pp
5 x 8 / $14.95
March 2013

Marcel Trudel was an award-winning author, eminent Canadian historian, and a respected authority
on the history of New France. A fervent advocate of the secular society, he was blacklisted by the Catholic
Church from teaching in the early 1960s, then taught for several decades at the University of Ottawa. He
died in 2011.
Key Words: Political Studies, African-Canadian Identities, Slavery, Colonialism		

The Frog Lake Reader
Myrna Kostash l NeWest Press
Winner of the 2009 Canadian Authors Associaton “Exporting Alberta Award”
Myrna Kostash offers a multilayered perspective on the tragic events surrounding the Frog Lake Massacre
of 1885. By bringing together eyewitness accounts and journal excerpts, memoirs and contemporary
fiction, and interviews with historians, Kostash provides a panoramic view of a tragedy often overshadowed
by Louis Riel’s rebellion of the same year. With its broad survey of vital historical accounts and points
of view, The Frog Lake Reader offers the most comprehensive and informative narrative on the Frog Lake
Massacre to date.

ISBN-13: 9781897126462
paperback / 242 pp
6.5 x 9 / $26.95
September 2009

Myrna Kostash is the author of ten books, including All of Baba’s Children and Prodigal Daughter: A
Journal into Byzantium. A founder of the Creative Non-fiction Collective, Kostash was presented with the
Golden Pen Award for Lifetime Achievement by the Writers Guild of Alberta. In 2009, she was inducted
into the City of Edmonton’s Arts and Culture Hall of Fame.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Indigenous Identities (North American), Colonization &
Decolonization, Frog Lake Massacre, Regional History–Alberta

The History of Montreal: The Story of a Great North American City
Paul-Andre Linteau l Translated by Peter McCambridge
Baraka Books
Professor Paul-André Linteau tells the fascinating story of Montreal from prehistoric times to the twentyfirst century, from the Iroquoian community of Hochelaga to the bustling economic metropolis that
Montreal has become. He delves into the social, economic, political, and cultural forces and trends that
have driven Montreal’s development as well as the difficult periods it has lived through. Outlining the
diverse ethnic and cultural origins of the city and its strategic geographical position, he shows how a
small missionary colony founded in 1642 developed into a leading economic city and cultural center,
the thriving cosmopolitan hub of French-speaking North America.

ISBN-13: 9781926824772
paperback / 200 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
April 2012
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Paul-André Linteau is professor of history at the University of Quebec at Montreal. Specializing in
economic, social, and urban history, he has written many books on the history of Quebec and Canada,
with an emphasis on Montreal. His many awards include the Prix Léon-Gérin, Quebec’s highest distinction
in humanities, and the International Canadian Studies Award of Excellence. Paul-André Linteau is a fellow
of the Royal Society of Canada.
Key words: Regional History–Montreal, Urbanization, Cultural History, Cities
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Canadian History & Culture
The Left in British Columbia: A History of Struggle
Gordon Hak l Ronsdale Press
This comprehensive history of the left in BC from the late 19th century to the present explores the fight
for union representation, women’s suffrage and equality, human rights, Canadian nationalist visions, racial
equality, and environmental protection.
With 25 black & white photos.
Gordon Hak has published two books on the history of the forest industry. He has taught for many years
at Vancouver Island University. He lives in Victoria, British Columbia.
Key Words: Political Studies, Regional History–British Columbia
ISBN-13: 9781553802563
paperback / 284 pp
6 x 9 / $21.95
October 2013

Life on the Home Front: Montreal 1939-1945
Patricia Burn l Vehicule Press
The Second World War came hard on the heels of a devastating Depression in which families struggled
to survive. Life on the Home Front paints a poignant portrait of a city coping with the demands of war.
Montreal was often awash with anti-war banners and angry speeches which kept the police and journalists
busy. All was not gloom and doom, however. Servicemen passing through Montreal could enjoy the most
vibrant nightlife in Canada. The cozy relationship between city officials, the police and the owners of
“disorderly houses” as well as the shady characters who ran gambling establishments gave the name “Sin
City” to Canada’s metropolis.
Patricia Burns is the author of The Shamrock and the Shield: An Oral History of the Irish and They Were So
Young: Montrealers Remember WWII. She lives in Montreal.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Regional History–Montreal, WWII, Great Depression

ISBN-13:9781550653410
paperback / 160 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $20.00
November 2012

Master Shipbuilders of Newfoundland and Labrador, Volume 1
Calvin Evans & Philip Evans l Breakwater Books
The fishery, the seal cull, the settlement, the culture—the history of the province of Newfoundland and
Labrador has been shaped and witnessed from the deck of sea-going vessels, and those vessels were sparred
with local timbers, planked and rigged by the hands of our master shipbuilders. Calvin Evans covers every
coast and bay in a sweeping chronicle of craftsmanship and productivity, while deftly countering the outdated argument that our builders were inferior craftsmen. Augmented by exhaustive lists of every builder
on record from every corner of the province. Impeccably researched and contextualized, Master Shipbuilders of Newfoundland and Labrador offers an indispensable addition to the story of our past.
Calvin Evans is a retired university librarian. Born in Newfoundland, Evans has lived and worked in six
Canadian provinces, and is the author of two previous books. For 100 years his family built ships for the
Labrador and Grand Banks fishery, and he has a continuing avid interest in maritime history.
Key Words: Canadian National Identity, Regional History–Newfoundland, Marine History,
Transport Engineering
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ISBN-13: 9781550814125
paperback / 288 pp
6 x 9 / $19.95
September 2013
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Canadian History & Culture
NEW

Solo, Yet Never Alone: Swimming the Great Lakes
Laura E. Young l Scrivener Press
All Canadians know Marilyn Bell and her 1954 swim across Lake Ontario. Most of us can recall a few
other crossers—probably Vicki Keith and Cindy Nicholas; perhaps Colleen Shields or Paula Stephanson.
But few of us know that in fact, including Bell’s swim, 74 swimmers (mostly amateur and mostly Canadian) have made 66 crossings of Lake Ontario, 19 of Erie, five of Huron and Georgian Bay, two of Michigan,
and two of Superior.
What drives them to undertake such an ordeal? Well, to fill us in Laura E. Young interviewed over 40
Canadian swimmers, both the icons whose names we know, and the many not-so-regular Canadians who
also answered the challenge to swim across a Great Lake.

ISBN-13: 9781896350639
paperback / 320 pp
6 x 9 / $22.95
May 2014

NEW

Laura E. Young is a writer and journalist based in Northeastern Ontario. She is also a lifeguard and an
experienced open water swimmer. She lives in Sudbury, Canada with her family.
Key Words: Long Distance Swimming, History of Sport, Extreme Sports, Sports Psychology, Regional
History–Great Lakes, Marilyn Bell

Vancouver Is Ashes: The Great Fire of 1886
Lisa Anne Smith l Ronsdale Press
On the morning of June 13, 1886, a rogue wind fanned the flames of a small clearing fire—and within five
hours the newly incorporated city of Vancouver had been reduced to smouldering ash. Vancouver Is Ashes
is the first detailed exploration of what happened on that pivotal, yet seldom revisited day in the history
of Canada’s third-largest city. Smith introduces eye-witness accounts that tell of flames sweeping down
wooden sidewalks “faster than a man could run,” houses constructed of freshly milled lumber that exploded in the onslaught, and hair-breadth escapes of Vancouver citizens from all walks of life.
Lisa Anne Smith was born in Burnaby, British Columbia. She is a long-time education docent at the
Museum of Vancouver and is a member of Native Daughters of BC. Her published books include Our
Friend Joe:The Joe Fortes Story and Travels with St. Roch: A Book for Kids.

ISBN-13: 9781553803201
paperback / 228 pp
6 x 9 / $21.95
April 2014

Key Words: Urban & Inner-City Studies, Regional History–Vancouver

Ultra Libris:
Policy, Technology, and the Creative Economy of Book Publishing in Canada
Rowland Lorimer l ECW Press
In a thorough exploration of Canada’s book industry, Ultra Libris provides a historical backdrop to
understand modern events in book publishing. From the Massey Commission (1952) and the Ontario
Royal Commission on Book Publishing (1971–72) to the explosion of national book publishing in the
1970s and the industry–government sparring over the next thirty years, Lorimer elucidates the necessary
conditions for Canadian authors to thrive and for book publishers to contribute to Canadian culture. Ultra
Libris concludes with a discourse on the future of books and book publishing in Canada and the world.

ISBN-13: 9781770410763
hardcover / 432 pp
6 x 9 / $34.95
September 2012
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Rowland Lorimer is director of the Master of Publishing program and the Canadian Centre for Studies
in Publishing at Simon Fraser University. For the last ten years, his research has had a dual focus: the
Canadian publishing industry and the mass media. Lorimer has carried out more than twenty
commissioned studies on book, magazine, and scholarly journal publishing in Canada. He currently
lives in British Columbia.
Key words: Reference, Publishing Industry, Business, Government, Massey Commission,
Financial Stability, Cultural Sector
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Indigenous Studies
Aboriginal Rights are Not Human Rights: In Defence of Indigenous Struggles
Peter Kulchyski l ARP Books
Aboriginal rights do not belong to the broader category of universal human rights because they are grounded in the particular practices of aboriginal people. So argues Peter Kulchyski in this provocative book from
the front lines of indigenous people’s struggles to defend their culture from the ongoing conquest of their
traditional lands. Kulchyski shows that some differences are more different than others, and he draws a
border between bush culture and mall culture, between indigenous people’s mode of production and the
totalizing push of state-led capitalism.
Peter Kulchyski is a leading Canadian Native Studies scholar at the University of Manitoba. He has
published numerous books on Aboriginal issues, including The Red Indians and Like the Sound of a Drum:
Aboriginal Cultural Politics in Denendeh and Nunavut, which won the 2005 Alexander Kennedy Isbister
Award for Non-Fiction.
Key Words: Indigenous Identities (North American), Postcolonial, Colonization & Decolonization,
Political Studies

ISBN-13: 9781894037761
paperback / 176 pp
5 x 7 / $19.95
May 2013

Anishnaabe World:
A Survival Guide for Building Bridges Between Canada and First Nations
Roger Spielmann l Scrivener Press
In every walk of Canadian life the reality is that increasingly you will be in contact with Anishnaabe World.
Knowing something about Aboriginal people and their reality not only gives you an advantage over those
who don’t, it’s just plain polite in this country now called Canada.
In the spirit of Thomas King, Drew Hayden Taylor, and Tomson Highway, Roger Spielmann’s Anishnaabe
World is an irreverent, teasing, hilarious, yet cross-culturally astute “survival guide” for a Canada
increasingly aware of its chequered past relations between Natives and non-Natives.
Roger Spielmann, PhD, is from Sudbury, Ontario, where he has been a member of the Native Studies
department at the University of Sudbury (federated with Laurentian University) since 1990. He
is currently an associate professor. Though he is non-Native, he lived for eleven years in the Algonquin
community of Pikogan (1979–1990) where he was involved in a number of research, teaching and
curriculum projects, and was fortunate to become conversationally fluent in the Algonquin language.
Key words: Cross-cultural Communications, Indigenous Identities (North American), Canadian National
Identity, Colonialization & Decolonization

ISBN-13: 9781896350370
paperback / 142 pp
5 x 6.5 / $18.95
September 2009

He Moved a Mountain: The Life of Frank Calder &
the Nisga’a Land Claims Accord
Joan Harper l Ronsdale Press
The first biography of Frank Calder, the Nisga’a chief who brought the “Calder Case” to the Supreme
Court of Canada, the blueprint for world-wide aboriginal land claims.
With 20 black & white photos.
Joan Harper’s career began in library education at the Vancouver School Board and at UBC. A long-time
admirer of Frank Calder, Joan met Frank’s wife after his death and gained access to much private material,
augmenting it with extensive research through interviews and in the archives.
Key Words: Narrative & Biography, Indigenous Identities (North American), Regional History–
British Columbia
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ISBN-13: 9781553802273
paperback / 202 pp
6 x 9 / $21.95
April 2013
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Indigenous Studies
Islands of Decolonial Love
Leanne Simpson l ARP Books
Leanne Simpson explores the lives of contemporary Indigenous Peoples and communities, especially those
of her own Nishnaabeg nation. Found on reserves, in cities and small towns, bars and curling rinks, canoes
and community centres, doctors offices and pickup trucks, Simpson’s characters confront the often heartbreaking challenge of pairing the desire to live loving and observant lives with a constant struggle to survive
the historical and ongoing injustices of racism and colonialism. Told with voices that are rarely recorded
but need to be heard, and incorporating the language and history of her people, Islands of Decolonial Love
is a profound, important, and beautiful book.
Leanne Simpson is a researcher, writer, and educator of Mississauga and Scottish ancestry. She is a member
of the gidigaa bzhiw dodem and a citizen of the Nishnaabeg nation. Leanne holds a PhD from the University of Manitoba and is the past director of Indigenous Environmental Studies at Trent University.
ISBN-13: 9781894037884
paperback / 146 pp
5.5 x 8.5/ $14.95
November 2013

Key Words: Fiction, Short Stories, Indigenous Identities (North American), Postcolonial, Colonization &
Decolonization

Just Pretending
Lisa Bird-Wilson l Coteau Books
Winner of the 2014 Saskatchewan Book Awards’ Book of the Year, Best Fiction, Aboriginal Peoples’ Writing &
Aboriginal Peoples’ Publishing Awards
From one of Canada’s most exciting new Metis voices comes a book whose themes include the complexities
of identity, belonging/not belonging, Aboriginal adoption, loss and abandonment, regret and insecurity.
“These stories are sung low from the throats of women who know heartache for characters you’ll never
forget. Lisa Bird-Wilson has the Atwood eye for detail and the ability to deliver that Carver tone. Her voice
is a voice to be cherished and respected.” —Richard Van Camp

ISBN-13: 9781550505467
paperback / 222 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $18.95
April 2013

Lisa Bird-Wilson is a Saskatchewan Metis writer and Journey Prize-finalist whose stories have appeared
in periodicals such as Grain, Prairie Fire, Geist, and in Best Canadian Essays. Saskatchewan born and raised,
she works as a director of the Gabriel Dumont Institute and lives in Saskatoon with her family.
Key Words: Fiction, Short Stories, Indigenous Identities–Metis, Feminist, Family, Adoption

The Lost Teachings
Michael James Isaac l Roseway Publishing

ISBN-13: 9781552665343
paperback / 48 pp
10 x 8 / $14.95
April 2013
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Written in both English and Mi’kmaw, this engaging story allows the reader to reconnect to and understand the seven teachings and their meaning in relation to themselves and society as a whole. The Lost
Teachings is a story about the importance of the seven teachings—wisdom, respect, love, honesty, humility,
courage and truth—and how interconnected they are in achieving balance, harmony and peace for individuals and society as a whole.
Michael James Isaac is a Student Support Coordinator with the Listuguj Education Directorate.
Key Words: Indigenous Identities (North American)
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Indigenous Studies
Sweat
Lesley Belleau l Scrivener Press

NEW

Sweat, a myth/realism crossover novel set in Northern Ontario, blends Indigenous myth, collective
memory, and harsh social reality. The stories of two contemporary Indigenous women—one leading a life
of poverty and the other of privilege—are braided together around a mythic chorus of grandmothers who
frame and share their experience of motherhood, adoption, addiction, sexual abuse, disruption, guilt, and
body narrative.
Lesley Belleau is an Anishnaabekwe writer, mother of four, educator, and activist from the Ojibway
Ketegaunseebee Garden River First Nation, located outside of Bawating/Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. She
is currently a PhD student in Indigenous Studies at Trent University, and is the author of a short story
collection, The Colour of Dried Bones (2008). Sweat is her first novel.
Key Words: Fiction. Indigenous identities (North American), Feminist, Myth, Body Issues, Motherhood,
Women’s Studies, Addiction

ISBN-13: 9781896350646
paperback / 158 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $17.95
May 2014

Those Who Know: Profiles of Alberta’s Aboriginal Elders
Dianne Meili l NeWest Press
The elders in Those Who Know have devoted their lives to preserving the wisdom and spirituality of their
ancestors. Despite insult and oppression, they have maintained sometimes forbidden practices for the
betterment of not just their people, but all humankind. First published in 1991, Meili’s book remains an
essential portrait of men and women who have lived on the trapline, in the army, in a camp on the move,
in jail, in residential schools, and on the reserve, all the while counselling, praying, fasting, healing, and
helping to birth further generations. In this new edition, Meili supplements her original text with new
profiles and interviews that further the collective story of these elders as they guide us to a necessary
future, one that values Mother Earth and the importance of community.
Dianne Meili is the great-granddaughter of well-known Cree Elder, Victoria Callihoo. After studying
journalism at the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, she worked as a reporter, public relations
officer, and was the editor of Windspeaker for two years, where she became aware of the need for a book
to chronicle the thoughts and experiences of Alberta’s Native elders. Dianne currently lives in Peace River.
Key words: Indigenous Identities–Alberta, Traditional Knowledge, Indigenous Research Methods,
Alberta Elders, Alberta First Nations History, Metis, Residential Schools

The Winter We Danced: Voices from the Past, the Future, and
the Idle No More Movement
edited by The Kino-nda-niimi Collective l ARP Books

ISBN-13: 9781927063132
paperback / 394 pp
6 x 9 / $24.95
May 2012

NEW

The Winter We Danced is a collection of writing, poetry, lyrics, art and images from the many diverse
voices that make up the past, present, and future of Idle No More. Calling for pathways into healthy, just,
equitable and sustainable communities while drawing on a wide-ranging body of narratives, this collection
consolidates some of the most powerful, creative and insightful moments from the winter we danced and
gestures towards next steps in an on-going movement for justice and Indigenous self-determination.
Contributors include Glen Coulthard, Rosanna Deerchild, Taiaiake Alfred, Theresa Spence, Jian
Ghomeshi, Wab Kinew, Richard van Camp, Lee Maracle, Waub Rice, Naomi Klein, and many others.
The Kino-nda-niimi Collective is a group of Indigenous writers, artists, editors, curators, and allies.
Lead editors for The Winter We Danced include Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair, Leanne Simpson, Tanya
Kappo, Wanda Nanibush and Hayden King who—along with many colleagues, relatives, friends, and
organizations—assembled this collection together over the summer and fall of 2013.
Key Words: Postcolonial, Indigenous Identities (North American), Anthology, Idle No More
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ISBN-13: 9781894037518
paperback / 440 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $19.95
March 2014
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Political Studies
Infrastructure Critical: Sacrifice at Toronto’s G8/G20 Summit
Alessandra Renzi & Greg Elmer l ARP Books
Much public debate ensued after the violence and police brutality that gripped Toronto in 2010 during
the G8/G20 Summit. It is now being revealed how the Conservative government’s stimulus package was
funnelled into “infrastructure” projects aimed at policing Canadians who wished to protest the summit.
Renzi and Elmer argue that the Canadian state cultivated an image of the city’s financial district as a zone
at risk from domestic—or “embedded”—threats. Infrastructure Critical reveals more than the thin line
between security and massive infringement on civil rights; it argues that progressive responses need to
understand the logic of state governance in a global economic context.
Alessandra Renzi is a post-doctoral fellow at Infoscape Centre for the Study of Social Media where she
conducts research on the criminalization of dissent, and on the design and use of FOSS platforms for
collaborative media-making.
ISBN-13: 9781894037648
paperback / 144 pp
5 x 7 / $12.95
October 2012

Greg Elmer is associate professor of communication, culture, and radio TV arts at Ryerson University.
Key words: Media Studies, Criminal Justice, Political Freedom & Security, Civil Rights,
Law Enforcement, Urbanization

Rwanda and the New Scramble for Africa: From Tragedy to
Useful Imperial Fiction
Robin Philpot l Baraka Books
An accepted narrative holds that horrible Rwandan Hutu génocidaires planned and executed a satanic
scheme to eliminate nearly a million Tutsis after a mysterious plane crash killed the former president of
Rwanda on April 6, 1994. Yet former UN Secretary General Boutros-Ghali says, “the Rwandan genocide
was 100 percent American responsibility.” Where lies the truth? Based on vast research, extensive interviews, and close analysis, this fascinating account shows not only that the accepted narrative is false but
also that it has been edified to cover-up the causes of the tragedy, protect the criminals responsible for it
and then justify the invasion of the Congo.

ISBN-13: 9781926824949
paperback / 282 pp
6 x 9 / $24.95
November 2013

Robin Philpot is a Montreal writer, translator, and publisher. A graduate of the University of Toronto, he
taught History and English in Africa for several years before settling in Montreal, Quebec. He is the author
of six books in French on international politics and on Quebec and Canadian politics.
Key Words: Africa, Postcolonial, Colonization & Decolonization, Genocide, Rwanda, African Studies,
Imperialism

Slouching Towards Sirte: NATO’s War on Libya and Africa
Maximilian C. Forte l Baraka Books
NATO’s war in Libya was proclaimed as a humanitarian intervention—bombing in the name of “saving
lives.” Attempts at diplomacy were stifled. Peace talks were subverted. Libya was barred from representing itself at the UN, where shadowy NGOs and “human rights” groups held full sway in propagating
falsehoods and racial fear mongering that served to sanction atrocities and ethnic cleansing in the name
of democracy. The rush to war was far speedier than Bush’s invasion of Iraq. Far from the success NATO
boasts about or the “high watermark” proclaimed by proponents of the “Responsibility to Protect,” this war
has left the once prosperous, independent, and defiant Libya in ruin, dependency, and prolonged civil strife

ISBN-13: 9781926824529
paperback / 352 pp
6 x 9 / $27.95
November 2012
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Maximilian C. Forte is an associate professor in the department of sociology and anthropology at
Concordia University in Montreal, Quebec. He teaches courses in the field of political anthropology
dealing with “the new imperialism,” Indigenous resistance movements and philosophies, theories and
histories of colonialism, and critiques of the mass media. Max is a founding member of Anthropologists
for Justice and Peace. He writes regularly for the Zero Anthropology Project, CounterPunch, and was
formerly a columnist for Al Jazeera Arabic.
Key words: Africa, War, Libya, NATO, Imperialism, Africom, Muammar Gaddafi
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Related Interest – Visual Art
Art Inspired by the Canadian Rockies, Purcell Mountains and
Selkirk Mountains 1809–2012
Nancy Townshend l Bayeaux Arts
This book is about the plethora of artistic responses to the Canadian Rockies, Purcell Mountains, and
Selkirk Mountains from 1809 to 2012, by mostly Canadian artists who were drawn to the region for a
variety of reasons. What did two centuries of artistic exploration in this area yield? Which works of art
inspired by this uniquely Western landscape were created and how did they serve to create a distinct
Western Canadian identity? It is almost as if these mountains, standing resolute—and all along coextensive
with the traditional Modern and contemporary responses to them and valuing their cultural memories
associated with these artworks—seem to be saying: “Come and explore us. We offer infinite artistic
inspirations and, above all, freedom. We will never let you down.”
A curator of Western art since 1974, Nancy Townshend is also the author of A History of Art in Alberta
(Bayeux Arts) and Maxwell Bates: Canada’s Premier Expressionist of the 20th Century. Resident of Calgary,
she received her MA in art history from the University of Toronto, and is a Alberta Centennial Medalist.

ISBN-13: 9781897411377
paperback / 160 pp
10 x 10 / $25.95
November 2012

Key words: Regional Identity–Western Canada, Rocky Mountains, Visual Art & Traditions,
David Thompson, Jan Kabatoff

Taming the Frontier: Art and Women in the Canadian West 1880-1920
Virginia G. Berry l Bayeux Arts
Women of the Canadian West are often missing from our typical images of the pioneering period. To
remedy this situation Virginia G. Berry brings to life the important work done by women in building the
West. She pains a fascinating portrait of devoted and talented individuals who fostered the arts at a time
when Victorian and Edwardian roles for women were circumscribed.
Based on original research she did on the period from 1880 to 1920, Dr. Berry provides a case study (Winnipeg) of a formative period in the history of the West. The women who formed the core of the progressive
movement were persons of social conscience, aesthetis sensibility, and feminist inclination. They combined
these element into a powerful force for cultural advancement and urbanization.
Virgenia G. Berry graduated from the University of Chicago. She lived and passed away in Winnipeg,
Manitoba in 2003.
Key Words: Feminist, Art, Regional Identity–Western Canada, Canadian History, Women’s Studies

ISBN-13: 9781896209555
paperback / 188 pp
5.5 x 8.5 / $17.95
October 2005

Related Interest – Television
Wanna Cook? The Complete, Unofficial Companion to Breaking Bad
Ensley F. Guffey & K. Dale Koontz l ECW Press
“I am not in danger . . . I am the danger.” With those words, Breaking Bad’s Walter White solidified
himself as TV’s greatest antihero. Wanna Cook? explores the most critically lauded series on television with
analyses of the individual episodes and ongoing storylines. From details like stark settings, intricate camera
work, and jarring music to the larger themes, including the roles of violence, place, self-change, legal ethics,
and fan reactions, this companion book is perfect for those diehards who have watched the Emmy Award–
winning series multiple times as well as for new viewers. Wanna Cook? elucidates without spoiling, and
illuminates without nit-picking. A must-have for any fan’s collection.
Ensley F. Guffey is a historian of American popular culture and he has published scholarly essays on
Breaking Bad, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Farscape, and Marvel’s The Avengers.
K. Dale Koontz is the author of Faith and Choice in the Works of Joss Whedon and teaches courses in areas
as diverse as communications, film, theatre, and the law. Both authors live in Shelby, North Carolina.
Key Words: Gender Constructs, Narrative & Biography, Film Studies, Media Studies, Literary Studies
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ISBN-13: 9781770411173
hard cover / 500 pp
6 x 9 / $18.95
May 2014
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